HORNTON

The Gossi

Issue Number 20

QUARRYING

Hornton Quarry - Impact on Hornton
Village.

Report by Jeremy Sacha — Cherwell
District representive

I was invited to attend a village
meeting at Hornton on Monday 29th
January regarding the above. The
meeting was chaired by the Parish
Council and Councillor David
Turner as District Councillor and
Ward Member. John Duncalfe, the
County Minerals Officer was there
as County representive and I was
invited on behalf of Cherwell.
British Steel, the quarry company
and Bennies, their contractors were
also represented.

The main issue facing the village
was the potential noise and dust
disturbance caused by quarrying so
close to the village edge. Many
villagers obviously felt aggrieved
because in 1992 British Steel
offered to leave the area closest
to the village in return for
quarrying a new area further from
the village around Starveal Barn.
No planning application was made as
the company later found that the
amount and quality of rock resource
was not commercially viable. They
therefore retracted their previous
offer to the village.

They were, however, prepared to
move back 200 metres in return for
village approval to opening a new
area of land owned by the Nunneley
Estate. The County Council were
concerned about part of this land
to the east of the village road
because of the inevitable landscape
impact. The company have carried
out bore holes on the Nunneley land
and are convinced that the stone is
viable.

The villagers were therefore asked
to consider the possible 'swap' of
the permitted land closest to the
village for the alternative
Nunneley Land., Although tempted by
the option, the villagers were
obviously concerned that the
quarrying of land to the east of
the road would be very intrusive.

If the 'swap' was not possible in
part, the company would be prepared
to build a landscape bund along the
top of the quarry edge to help baffle
the noise and dust.

John Duncalfe and Councillor

Turner explained that the County
Council's policy is not to grant
further permissions for quarrying
ironstone as there is already
adequate supply of this material for
the foreseeable future.
policy would also prevent quarrying
within 350 metres of dwellings. The
problem with the Hornton site is

that the original planning permission
dates back to 1957 and very few
restrictive conditions were applied
at that time.
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The villagers also felt that the
swap with the Nunneley land was not
a particularly generous offer from
the company as they could gain more
land than they were losing, parti-
cularly as the company had said that
they would not actually cut into

the skyline edge immediately above
the village (although their plan-
ning permission would allow them to
do so). The question was asked as
to whether Cherwell would provide

a noise and dust monitoring service.

The company were rather vague about
the time it would take to quarry the
strip of land nearest to the village.
Depending on the market for stone
and the direction of cut, it could
take between 6 months and 3 years.
They would like to start work in
this area after the harvest in
September.

Their current
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Even if the swap of land was agreed,
the company and the County would
like to see an earth bund formed
along the valley edge to baffle

dust and noise. The soil would be
spread back over the site as part
of restoration works.

There are no proposals or planning
permissions for tipping refuse on
this site. There are many other
options in the wider area before
land adjacent to Hornton would need
to be considered.

The decision on this issue is not
likely to be taken by the company fo
2 - 3 monthlis. John Duncalfe
reported on other measures that may
help to relieve the noise and dust
problem. The company g~ve their
response.

1. Advanced tree planting - Given
the likely timescale involved this
would not be appropiate.

2. The operator to work only from
the quarry floor rather than from
high levels on a bench face - This
could be considered.

3. Move the main crusher back to
the existing site offices - This
could cause more noise as the
quarry face would have less effect
on noise absorption.

4. 1Install a conveyor system to
transport primary crushed stone away
from the quarry face. - The crusher
would still have to work close to
the quarry face and the loading on
to the conveyor could be noisy and
dusty.

5. Apply dust supressors to the
crusher - These were already in
place.

The meeting ended. It was generally
felt that more information was
needed on the Environmental Health
issues and available controls.

Minutes of the meeting held on
January 29th are available for
inspection at Cllr. E. Turmer's
(Chairman Parish Council) or

J. Stanley (Clerk).

You are invited to submit: your
questions which might require
accurate answers to the clerk by
the 4th March to be included in
the village meeting on March 11lth.



MUSICAL CORNER
By Mike Webber

"What ever will be, will be"

This is the story of Doris Day,
real name Doris Mary Anne
Kapplehoff, who was born on

3rd April 1924 in Cincinatti, Ohio
U.S.A.

She hegan her singing career at the
tender age of 15 with the Barney
Rapp Band in 1939. Mr. Rapp dec-
ided that the name Kapplehoff was
too long for the billboards so he
changed it to Day, after one of
Doris's favourite songs '"Day by Day"
(not to be confused with a later
song with the same title from the
1970's). From then on, Doris Day's
career went from strength to
strength. After a stint with Bob
Crosby and his Band (younger
brother of Bing), she sang with the
Les Brown Band and started making
records. In 1945 she recorded her
first million seller entitled
"sentimental Journey', written by
Les Brown.

In 1948 Hollywood beckoned. Doris
Day's first film was "Romance on
the High Seas'" in which she sang
the not very well known song "It's
you or no one for me'", written by
Sammy Cahn and Jules Styne. The
film was released in the U.K.

under the title "It's Magic'", which
was the title of another song
written by Cahn and Styne and sung-
by her in the film. Both Judy
Garland and Betty Hutton had been
called to make the movie, but had
bowed out to let Doris start her
film career.

Two of her most famous songs came
from the film "Calamity Jane' in
1953, "Secret Love" and "The Dead-
wood stage"; the latter title gave
her international fame and respect
as a musical comedy star.

In 1954 she recorded "If I give my
heart to you", and in the 1958
Alfred Hitchcock film "The Man Who
Knew Too MUch" she starred with
James Stewart and sang "What ever
will be, will be" (Que sera, sera").

Many other songs were recorded, and
she starred in numerous other films.
Today, Doris lives in the beautiful
seaside town of Carmel, California,
where she devotes most of her time
to animal welfare. This year on
3rd April, she celebrates her 72nd
birthday.

In aid of the Small Playing
Field. On Monday 25th March
in the Church Room at 7.30 p.m.
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It's Panto time once more in
Hornton. The Allsorts are at
this moment busily putting to-
gether their production of
"Sinbad the Sailor'" written by
Charlie Ward and directed by
Sarah Walther. First performance
is on Thursday evening at 7.30 p.m.
Most of the tickets are already
sold but there are still a few:
available for Thursday, I under-
stand. We look forward to a very
entertaining time.

BINGO

In aid of the Women's Working
Party. On Tuesday 19th March
in the Church Room at 7.30 p.m.

LARKS IN THE DARK

By Margaret Hale

Soon after coming to live in
Hornton something happened to re-

mind me that it was not always easy

to find your way in the dark. I
had gone to a village not too far
from here to an evening meeting.
It was still light when I got
there, I parked my car by the
village green and walked down

the narrow lane to the Church where

the meeting was to be held. It
was quite late by the time the
meeting finished. Going from the
hall into the night was like
stepping out into a sea of dark-
ness. The only light was through

a chink in the curtains of a nearby
I did not feel safe until I

house.

got to my car. My mind went back

to other times when I ventured out

at night.

Whaz seems a long time ago now,

my first appointment from college,
was to a rural area of North
Yorkshire (a lovely part of the
world many of you will have visit-
ed or seen on television in the
series "All Creatures Great and
Small"). I had only been living
in the locality for a few days,
when I was invited to a nearby

village to an evening get-together.
As I had been to the village, I was
I would have no problems

confident

getting there. I set out on my

bicycle in good time, but discover-

ed that finding the way was more
difficult after dark. When I got
to a fork in the road I was not
sure which way to go. In the day-
light I had seen a signpost, but

discovered to my horror, the lights
on the bike were not bright enough,
nor was it in the right position to

see the directions, and as those
of you who have ridden a bike will
know, when you stop pedalling the
dynamo ceases to work. I had not

got a lot of time, so I decided not

to take a chance, but try to
decipher the wording on the sign-
post. To do this I pushed the
bike onto the grass verge and
while holding one wheel up tried
to push the pedals to get enough
light to see the signpost. My

efforts were not successful, but

as luck would have it, a passing
motorist provided just enough

light for me to see. I arrived

in the village just about on time,
feeling drained of any energy, with
some tell tale mud on my shoes and
0il on my hands.

Later on I progressed from a bicycle
to a small scooter. I took poss-—
ession of the new machine early one
morning and found it easy to ride,
8o did not expect any problems
getting to my evening appointments.
That very evening, to get home, I
had to do a journey of about 10
miles along country lanes. It

was then I discovered how difficult
it was to change gears when I could
not see what I was doing. Each time
I tried to get into 2nd gear the
bike stalled. The only way to do
this journey was to go all the way
in first gear. I don't remember

how long it took, but it seemed

ages at the time. One passing
motorist called out "Are you all
right lass" to which I replied "Oh
yes'", but it wasn't altogether true.
Eventually I did arrive home,
determined that next morning I

would go out and learn how to

change gears without looking at them.
The scooter survived the ordeal, and
many others, and so did I.

Churches

February 28th - Ash Wednesday
Service - Methodist Church 7.30 p.m.

March 1st - Women's World Day of
Prayer - Methodist Church 2 p.m.

March 17th - Mothering Sunday
Methodist Church 11 a.m. - Sunday
School will be taking part.

April 5th - Good Friday Service
Methodist Church 7 p.m. - Special
guests The Kineton Choir.

April 7th - Easter Day Communion
Parish Church I1 a.m. - Sunday
School will be taking part.



Neighbourhood Watch c
first success

Thanks to the quick thinking and
accurate observation of Ken
Hartlett, Hornton can chalk up its
first Neighbourhood Watch triumph.
Remember we were asked to look out
for youths, two white and one black,
who had done a number of burglaries
in the area? Two people, one white
and one black, drove up the drive
in a white car, but realizing that
there was someone there, reversed
immediately, and at great speed in
the direction from whence they
came. Not much time for Ken to
gather his wits and notice the
number - but he did. The police
found that it tied up with the
number an observant farmer had
written in the mud on his tractor.
The car was eventually traced to a
hire firm in Coventry, who had
leased it to another in Kenilworth,
who had hired it to someone with

a fake licence who had given a
false name and adress Four
house were raided, a great deal

of stolen property found and checked
for finger-prints, identified by
means of serial numbers (NB!) etc.
The owner of one camera was traced
after the film inside was develop-
ed, printed in a local paper and
recognized. The 'gang' are now
awaiting trial. They have asked
for another fifty offences to be
taken into consideration, in
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and
Oxfordshire.

Since they have been caught figures
for burglaries in the area have
dropped considerably. It could be
due to cold weather, dark nights
and houses being occupied more in
winter, I suppose, but taking these
guys out of circulation must have
helped. It just shows what can be
achieved by co-operation - and
quick-thinking ohservers of course!
Well done Hornton - keep it up!

The next event in aid of Good
Neighbourliness is planned for the
Saturday before Easter, 30th March.
‘There will be a decorated-egg
rolling competition for the young-
sters - of any age! - followed by
a move inside to enjoy another of
the Jeffs Family's Famous

Barbeques, with a warming glass
of wine given away with every
raffle ticket in the usual way.
Police Sergeant Martin Wright
from Staffordshire will be there
to tell us about the latest innov-
ations in crime-stopping. It was
Martin, incidentally, who got the
West Midlands police whizzing
round the shopping precincts out-
pacing drug dealers and shop
-lifters on mountain bikes - pink

ones! - so he should be interesting.

We look forward to seeing you
there. Keep an eye on the notice-
board for details. And for any
more 'alerts' which may come in.
Keep Watching!
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OXFORDSHIRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE
COMPETITION

JUDGES REPORT 1995
HORNTON - Small Village Class

What a splendidly kept village -
a clear indication of good comm-
unity effort!

The children's play area was
generally litter—free and in good
order. The judges particularly
liked the flower beds round the
church and along the pathway. All
residential, public and commercial
areas were well maintained and
colourful, neat and clean, as was
the sports field. The allotments
in use were in good order.

The impression was of a colourful
village, highlighted by the lovely
tubs on the village green.

Congratulations to the volunteer
workers who keep up the high
standard.

The judges enjoyed their visit very
much.

Unfortunately Hornton was ncot placed.
The winner was Alvescot. Churchill
was second, Souldern third, Balscote
fourth and Cuxham fifth. However

we will be entering again this

year so keep up the good work.
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Inspired by the breath-taking
perfarmances which Charles Dickens
gave of his own works, A DICKENS

OF A TALE brings to life characters
and stories taken from some of his
best loved pieces, including the
heart-breaking Sykes and Namcy and
the hilarious Trial from Pickwick
in a Victorian storytelling sens-
ation.

HORNTON VILLAGE HALL
Wednesday 20 March at 7.30pm
Tickets £3.50/£2.50
& 01295 670541

Peanut Cookies

Ingredients:—

100g. 4 oz soft tub margarine

1C0g. 4 oz crunchy peanut butter

100g. 4 oz soft brown sugar

100g. 4 oz caster sugar

2 eggs

275g. 10 oz plain flour

2.5ml } level tsp. baking powder

2.5ml 3 level tsp. bicarbonate
of soda

Salt & granulated sugar

Method: -

1. Place marg, peanut butter,
sugars and eggs in mixing bowl and
beat all together.

2. Add flour, baking powder,
bicarbonate of soda and salt,
stirring in with fork to form soft
dough.

3. Roll dough into small balls
the size of walnuts, and place
well apart on greased baking sheet.
4. Use fork to press down.
eprinkle with sugar. Cook at 190°
for 15 - 20 mins.

SN ST VAN
\ CLUBS TO JOIN
BROWNIES - Monday 4.30 p.m.

in the Church Room. Brown-
Owl, Mrs. A. Simpkins 670620

\
CUBS ~  Thursday 6.45 p.m.
\| In the Pavilion. Cub leader
Ian Harris 670541.

KEEP FIT - Wednesday 7 p.m.

In the Pavilion. Just come i
along.

DRAMA - Hornton Allsorts

Contact Linda Cross 670562

FOOTBALL - Hornton United F.C.
Contact Malcolm Cross 670562 \|

3 H's GARDENING CLUB EverjFwvet:
/| second Tuesday in the month.
7.30 p.m. in the Pavilion.
Membership Secretary Phyllis

NN

Miles 670550.
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SEASONS

The birds sing out a merry song,
The lambs appear and jump and leap,
Daffodils waken from their sleep,
And once again its

Springtime.

The sun climbs higher in the sky,
And May Day comes with blossom fair,
The children laugh and play and sing
And onwards

Into Summer.

The fields turn golden in the sun,
The harvest comes with fruit and
flower,

Blackberries sweet and crab apples
sour,

Before we know

Its Autumn.

As days turn colder, shorter, dark,
With fog and ice and snow so white,
And frosty mornings clear and bright
As once again,
Its Winter.

Anonymous.



LET'S TALK

an invitation to an open forum on
local government in your
community.

It is a truism that people get the
government they deserve, but there
are two sides to every story. One
of the most frequently heard crit-
icisms of local councils is that
they don't understand what people
really need; at the same time,
local councils often accuse
residents of being apathetic, and
not taking an interest in matters
which affect us all.

At Cherwell District Council we are
challenging this vicious circle,

by looking more closely at how the
services we provide meet residents'
expectations and needs. In short,
we're saying "Lets talk'". You may
already have noticed that we're
asking a lot more questions than we
used to, and we now want to begin
formalising the process of involv-
ing local people, businesses, and
organisations in setting policies,
priorities and standards. Our
commitment is made clear in our
recently published document
YTowards -a Community Plan", which
sets out what Cherwell DC is doing
at present, and asks for your help
in deciding where to focus in the
future.

We want a wide range of views on
the contents of "Towards a Commun-
ity Plan" as possible. To facili-
tate the process, Cherwell DC is
arranging six community meetings
around the District, providing

an open forum for your views.
There is a questionaire, and you
may be contacted in a telephone
survey. You can see a copy of the
document at Council offices. Let’s
talk - we promise we will listen.

We need to hear your concerns about
your community, and where you think
solutions may lie. We need to

know how you think the responsibility

for supporting and developing strong
communities should be shared. We
need to know what you think is
important for the wellbeing of your
community, and for a good quality

of life for everyone in it.

Good governance requires good
citizenship, which does not mean
turning out to vote once a year
and doing nothing in between
times. TIt§ about taking an inter-—
est in your community, and being
prepared to speak out. Wroxton
village Hall is the venue for

the northern part of the district,
on March 7th at 7.30 p.m. If you
have difficulty with transport,
please get in touch and we will
help. We need you to talk to us.

HOT DOGS ON ALLOTMENTS
By Paul Burden

Further to the article regarding
dog fouling in issue No. 19 of
"The Gossip'", there have been
complaints on the same problem on
some of the Allotments and paths.
With spring not too far away, it
makes the job of grass cutting very
unpleasant. In gardening terms
animal waste is deemed benefical
to growing good crops. However
"Dogs" are the wrong kind of
animal.

It is hoped that in future pet
owners who have to use the
Allotment field will ensure that
all dogs remain on leads whilst in
that area. Secondly that any dog
mess be kept to the perimeter of

the field or if necessary is cleaned

up from the problem areas mentioned
above. If stray dogs are found
roaming the Allotments your Parish
Clerk, Julie Stanley, Langway, Bell
Street, Tel: 670507 or Cllr. Paul
Burden, Barry Cottage, Millers Lane,
Tel* 670664 can be contacted.

If anyone would like to take on
an Allotment, spare plots are
available at a nominal sum of £1
per chain. Contact Julie Stanley
if you are interested.

Allotments rents are due on 3lst
March, 1996.
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Berorous

Quality Painters & Decorators
Over 25 years Experience
Estimates Free
David Jarrett

0295 670638

Gordon Ingram

0295 730203
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JOINER & BUILDER

Tel: 0295 670550
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Boo» Review from Cake & Cockhorse
Banbury Historical Society

Y.S. Huntriss writes:-

Hornton, By Arthur Miles. Here
we have a detailed account of a
village with a few photographs
(such good ones that more would
have been welcome). The first
chapters set the scene admirably,
describing the work of a Parish
and District Councils and improve-
ments in village life, but it is
when the author introduces us to
the people of Hornton that the
book comes alive. He draws us
into the life of the village and
does it well because he writes
about people he or his family knew.
We learn how self-sufficient was
this small community. If the
people needed a place of worship
they built it, if the children
needed educating the church prov-
ided the school, if continued
education seemed desirable the
gentry supplied the library. It
was not only the doctor, the
clergy, the farmer and the quarry
manager who counted but the small
men, the ploughman, the milkman,
the carrier, the shopkeeper,
everyone had a place of importance
in that society and at the centre
of it all must have been the
hardworking wife and mother, though
she does not get a mention. This
hive of humanity produced its
characters (sadly lacking today)
like Jack England and Harry
Hancock depicted with delightful
humour. Arthur Miles reminds us
that rural life in the past was
hard for many, people demanded no
'rights' but there was a richness
there that we may well consider
with a sense of loss in our
hygenic, bureaucratic, and tech-
nological age, more efficient maybe
but so remote from the heart of
the people.




