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QUARRYING

A village meeting was held on
Monday 9th December, 1991 in the
Church Room to discuss the quarry-
ing at Hornton Grounds. Those who
attended included Mr. J. Duncalfe
(Mineral Planning Dept. Oxon C.C.)
Cllr D. Turner, Mr. Sacha (Chief
of Landscape Services Cherwell
District Council), Hornton Parish
Council and approx. 70 concerned
villagers. Representives from
British Steel and Bennies had been
invited but unfortunately due to

foggy weather were unable to attend.

Cilr. Hart took the chair. Mr.
Duncalfe explained that planning
permission was granted in 1957

and this could not be withdrawn.
He was able to answer most of the
questions put to him. The main
concern of the meeting was the
closeness of the boundary line to
the village which is approx.

30 metres back from the skyline
and the effect that dust and noise
created by the workings would have
on the village. There was also
great concern at the proposed
lowering of the skyline to the
S.W. of the village.

Minutes of the meeting are avail-

able from any Parish Council member.
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Next Meeting - April 6th

Since the meeting Mr. Duncalfe has
put forward suggestions on how he
thinks the quarry work can be oper-
ated to lessen the impact on the
village. Mr. Sacha has contacted
the Environmental Health Dept. on
our behalf to find out what contr-
ols they have on dust and noise
levels. The outcome is that they
have authority to stop work if the
dust and sound levels are too high
but this can only be measured while
work is in progress. They do not
consider that our water supply will
be damaged at this stage as the

village is connected to mains water.

The Parish Council as elected re-
presentives of the village have
written to British Steel requesting
that the boundary line be moved

back to 500 metres from the skyline,

and that the skyline to the S.W.
should not be lowered. British
Steels reply was:-

'If we move the quarry boundary
500m. back from the existing sky-
line, it would result in the ster-
ilisation of 9 millon tonnes of
workable mineral, which in turn
would represent to this company
alone a loss of several million
pounds. In addition, the quarry
operators, Peter Bennie Limited,
would also be entitled to substan-
tial compensation. Therefore, this
suggestion is totally unacceptable’.
They go on to say that The Company,
in agreement with Bennies, may

be agreeable to a limited voluntary
extension of the restricted area.

The Parish Council are hoping to
negotiate the best possible cond-
itions for the village and to this
end have arranged another village
meeting on April 6th, in the Church

Room at 8 p.m. Representives from
British Steel have promised to
attend and Mr. Duncalfe, Cllr. D.
Turner, Mr. Sacha and Bennies have
also been invited. @

PANCAKE
LUNCH

March 3rd
In the Pavilion

12 noon - 2 p.m.

What A Cow

Congratulations to 'Two Timms
Britannia', owned by Passmore and
Nunneley and managed and nurtured
by Tim Williams of Home Farm,
Hornton. She has won the Individ-
ual Cow Challenge Cup for Oxford-
shire National Milk Records 1990/91.

Britannia has also won various cups
and trophies for Best of Breed at
many agricultural shows in the

last few years. ®



School 1941

By Mrs Field (Miss Thompson)

I was appointed as headmistress of
Hornton School in 1941. I had been
teaching in Birmingham for 10 years
and when war came I was sent with
evacuees into Worcestershire for a
tearm. During that time I became so
fond of the country that I did not
wish to return to city life and so
I applied for a vacancy at Hornton
School.

My first surprise on arrival was to
discover that there was no electr-
icity in the village. The School
House and School had to resort to
0il lamps which had to be filled and
trimmed every day - a very tiresome
task. This was all the more exas—
perating as the School House had
been wired for electricity but owing
to the war, the power could not be
brought through.

Another surprise to me was the ease
with which children could have

leave of absence from school. The
school had to be closed for 2 days
to allow the children to visit
Banbury Fair. Coming from a city,
this was unheard of, as also was the
request to have a day off to see the
pig killed!

I remember some of our Christmases
in the early years of the war when
I took a number of children round
the village, complete with lanterns,
a violin and recorders, to sing
carols. We had a collection for
some charity (I forget which) but I
think the expedition was quite pro-
fitable.

During those years I had a youth’
club group which used to meet in
what we called the Domestic Science
Room (the room attached to the
School House). The girls did sew-
ing and the boys did woodwork and
made some very good toys which we
sent away I think to Dr. Barnardo's
Homes. One very good toy-maker was
Jim Tanner who I understand, is now
Mayor of High Wycombe.

I recall a concert the children
gave in the school in aid of the
R.A.F. This included songs, per-
cussion band and a humorous play.

I remember Mrs Hillman (from Sunny-
side) laughing her head off as she
watched her daughter, Ruth, a very
quiet and retiring girl, causing a
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Lot
From the Green - Hornton
Mon/Fri 7.14a.m. 6.16p.m.
Thur/Sat 10.15a.m. 1.10p.m.
Return from Banbury
Mon/Fri 5.45p.m.
Thur 12.45p.m. 3.00p.m.
Sat. 12.45p.m.

FPAMIT Y
VARIESTY

SHOW

3RD & 4TH APRIL
HORNTON PAVILION
Adults £2 Children £1

The School Association
are organising a Family Variety
Show. There will be a wide
variety of acts, many performed
by the children and their
families.

great deal of fun in the part she
played.

We had a number of evacuees from
London and I was always amazed at
the way in which Mrs. Eadon coped
with 9 boys living with her. I
must say all the evacuees were very
well behaved, and none of them gave
any great trouble. At that time,
there were over 100 children in the
School.

During my stay in Hornton, the boys
and girls remained at the School
until they were aged 14 but later
they moved on to a Banbury School
at 14. I occasionally see a few of
the pupils whom I taught at Hornton,
one or two of whom are now grand-
parents, which makes me feel very
old.

In spite of the war years - I have
some very pleasant memories. ®

BANBURYSHIRE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
ASSOCIATION LTD. are hoping to
purchase a mini bus to supplement
village buses. They would require
that at least six people would use
the servide per journey and the
fare would be 50p. each way.

1f the scheme comes about the

mini bus would leave Hornton on
Wednesdays and Fridays at 10.15 a.m.
to return at 2.30 p.m. from Banbury
Bus Station.

PLEASE CAN YOU LET ME RNOW IF YOU
WOULD BE A USER OF THIS SERVICE?

Julie Stanley (Parish Clerk)

Churches together

Mothering Sunday - 29th March
11 a.m. Parish Church

Easter Programme

Easter is always a special time on
the Church's Calendar and our com-
bined Church's have made once again
special arrangements to celebrate.
Our programme this year has been
arranged as follows:-

Good Friday - 7 p.m. Methodist
Church

Special visit of the Sing Together
Choir who will present the Musical
"So send I you" which has the
theme, tell the good news.

Easter Day -11 a.m. Parish Church

We look forward to our United
Easter Day Communion Service.

We look forward to these special
services and extend a real welcome
to Everyone. °



How many words
of four letters
or more can you
make from the
letters shown
here? 1In making

a word, each
letter may be

used once only.

Each word must

contain the centre letter, and there
must be at least one nine letter word
in the list. Let us know how many
you can make,

o

OUR STONE

By Bill Freeman

An industry for several centuries
here close to our homes is Hornton
stone quarrying. The use for which
has been to build such well known
places as Upton House around 1770,
Wroxton Abbey, Compton Wynyates,
Sulgrave Manor and Broughton
Castle. More recently it was used
for the Shakespeare Theatre at
Stratford on Avon, a Roman Catholic
Church at Oldbury near Wolverhamp-
ton and Henlow Air Force Camp. It
is also found in St. Paul's Cathe-
dral in London and in Canterbury
Cathedral.

It has been used in the distant
lands of South America, Australia
and New Zealand and I can person-
ally testify to having seen it in
a Methodist Military Chapel in
Iraq. Many other Colleges and
buildings in England are built or
decorated with Hornton Stone.

Numerous well known Architects have
prescribed this splendid commodity.
This quality product has been quar-
ried within a mile radius of our
village over the centuries, parti-
cularly on the north and west

sides of Hornton. More recently
there have been extractions around
the village of Edgehill but the
name "Hornton Stone" retains. Many
local men from here and neighbouring
villages have earned their livings
from this enterprise. The various
tradesmen have been pitmen, store-
yard men, sawyers, banker masons,
engineers, transporters and
draughtsmen plus management and
office personnel and stone carvers,
sculptors and engravers.

Today there is rightly concern in
the village because quarrying on
the southern side could spoil the
aspect and view of Hornton. Visit-
ors declare our village to be
beautiful. We should aim to keep
it so.

]

CRUNCHY ROLL

Ingredients:

1

French roll

11b. Sausage Meat
small Onion (chopped)

2
1
2
1

oz. Mushrooms (chopped)
heaped teaspoon Mixed Herbs
oz. Marg. (melted)

Egg

Salt & Pepper
Method:

Cut roll in half but not right

through.

Scoop out all bread in-

side and brush case with melted
marg.

Mash sausage meat and egg together.
Add onion, mushrooms, mixed herbs
salt and pepper and mix well in.
Pile mixture into bread case and
squeeze sides gently together.

Brush
foil.

1

allow

marg over top and wrap in tin
Cook No. 6 oven or 400°F. for
Uncover foil from top and
another 10 mins. to crunch

hr.

top. L
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Gordon Ingram

BEST KEPT
VILLAGE £

HORNTON HAS BEEN ENTERED FOR THE
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION.

We have been entered for
Best New Entry Award and the prize
is a Marlbrough Trophy.

Judges will look for evidence of
care, concern and maintenance by
communal effort and enthusiasm for
all those features which affect the
appearance of the village as a

whole and assist in the preservation
of its natural environment.

Judging will take place from lst
May to 22nd May and if we make the
final round will also be from 5th
June to 22nd June. Results will
be made known during the second
week of July. o
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Becorous

Quality Painters and Decorators

Over 20 years Experience
speciality work in
Country & Village Properties

Estimates Free
David Jarrett
(0295 730) 203 (0295 87) 638
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HEADMASTER ORDERS VILLAGE POND
FILLED IN

Headmaster of Hornton School,

Mr. Loup, has given orders that the
village duckpond be drained and
filled in. Mr. Loup told the
'Gossip', "My wife and I are be-
coming increasingly concerned about
the health and safety of the chil-
dren, who will persist in loitering
around the pond and consequently
spend much of the day in wet and
muddy clothes. 1 have therefore
given orders that the pond be re-
moved".

If the 'Gossip' had exsisted in the
1800s this news might well have hit
the village headlines! There was
indeed a duckpond on the green,
possibly fed by the spring which
periodically appears under the front
step of 'Sunnyside'. After Mr.
Loup's orders had been carried out,
the Miles family planted the Lime
trees on the site to assist with
drainage in Jubilee Year, 1897.

This is just one of the many inter-
esting stories revealed by local
author and landscape archeologist
J.P. Bowes in her recently published
book 'Walking Through the Centuries'.
The book focuses on a few square
miles of countryside encompassing
Horley, Hornton and Hanwell, and
takes the reader on a fascinating
journey through time to reveal the
buried and decayed historical land-
marks engraved on the countryside
surrounding us. With the aid of
clear maps, minute research and an
abundance of stories the author
shows the reader how to locate these
sites, and opens up many new dimen-
sions to any of the local walks.

The book is available through
Ottaker's Bookshop in Banbury, or
direct from the author at Midhill,
Horley. Priced at £5.50, it makes
an ideal present for those inter-
ested in the history of the villages
or who simply enjoy walking the area.

Anne Joyner. )

3 H's GARDENING CLUB
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PLANT SALE

Saturday May 16th - 10.30 a.m.

In the Pavilion
kkkkkk



ORANCGIES
&
LIEMONS

Our 1992 Pantomime was set in the
year of the Great Fire of London.
It was written by Martin Roberts

from The Middle Barton Drama and

adapted for the Allsorts by Anne

Joyner.

The production was very well supp-
orted and enjoyed by the audiences
at all four performances.

From the moment that the curtains
opened upon a London street scene
it was obvious that everyone had
come to enjoy themselves and they
did just that.

All the familiar characters were on
stage — the goodies,the baddies,

the innocents and the not so inno-
cents! The cast took to their roles
and played them in the time honoured
way.

All the usual games were played -
Who was best at tossing pancakes?
Which side of the audience could
sing the loudest? Chip, Chop, Chip,
Chop the last one's DEAD was cert-
ainly very loud and, of course, the
answer was a draw. We were all
wondering who Hood was and the
children were most anxious about
where the cat had gone.

Music and dancing were especially
featured in the pantomime and there
were more original songs than is
often the case. It was Mike Webber
who composed all the music for these
and the cast sang them well. The
scenery and costumes all added to
making this a memorable production.

The next chance to see the Allsorts
will be in the Spring when a 40's
Night is planned. We shall look
forward to it.

o

THANK YOU ALLSORTS

The Gossip would like to thank
The Allsorts for their very gener-—
ous donation towards the running
costs of our village paper.

Womens Working Party

on
Monday March 30th
7.30 p.m

In the Church Room

G:S. Walther
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------------------- escecencssses
9959959393395

Traditional Brickwork
Dry Stonme Walling Specialist
Cottage Restoration

New work undertaken
Tel: Edge Hill 627
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FOOTBALL

By Malcolm Cross

During the last three months
Hornton have had better success on
the field.

The first team have picked up some
good points in the Premier Division
and are now holding their own in
the middle of the table.

The reserve team have done very well
in division two and are in second
place. They have won seven of

their last nine games and lost just
two. They are in two semi finals

at the moment. The first omne is

on Saturday 29th February at
Bodicote, when they play Barford
Reserves at 2 p.m.

The only sad note for the reserves
was the injury to Joe Bowes last
Saturday at Kings Sutton, when he
sustained a dislocated knee and
will be in plaster for six weeks.

All members of the club wish Joe
a speedy recovery to fitness. @
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CARPENTER
JOINER & BUILDER

DAVID MILES

Tel: 0295 87 550
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To Let

Allotments are now available for
rent from the 1lst April at a cost
of £1.00 per plot being approx.

1 chain long. Plots can be halved
if required.

If you are interested in becoming
an Allotment holder please contact
the Parish Clerk, (Julie Stanley,
Langway, Bell Street) as soon as
possible. ®

HATS OFF TO GLENDA

By Arthur Miles

I suspect that the name Glenda will
not mean very much to most people,
but in fact it is the name of a
very generous lady, who took on the
task of raising £20,000 being the
sum needed for the purchase of a
Heart Scanner for the Horton Gener-
al Hospital. The nearest available
one was at the Radcliffe Infirmary,
Oxford, much too far away for urgent
cases.

The appeal was launched in December
1989. 1In the first year Glenda had
raised over £10,000. In view of the
need for a Scanner, it was purchased
over a year ago, and already over
100 patients have benefited. We

are now able to report that the full
£20,000 has now been raised, a re-
markable achievement.— it is to be
offically opened on Friday 21st
February, at 11.30 a.m.

Our village has been pleased to
support the appeal and a total sum
of £360.00 has been sent, made up
as follows:-

Dec. 89 Carol Concert £ 60.00
Mar. 90 Parochial
Church Council £ 50.00
May 90 Keep Fit Club £ 50.00
May 90 Working Party £100.00
Jul. 90 Pony Club
(Jill Hart &
Sheila Hillman) £100.00

Invitations were extended to those
who helped to raise the money so
that they could see at first hand
the machine working. A welcome

cup of coffee was provided. Hornton
was well represented with 5 members
present.

Womens Working Party

A STER
DA ZAAR

On Saturday 1lth April

In the Pavilion at
2.30 p.m.



