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Toy Stall Unknown
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For Methodist Church
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For Church Funds
Ladies Working Party

Stall £160

For Peachtree Pre-School
Hook a duck/
Tee Shirt Painting £100

JUMPA DINNER

Thanks to everyone who joined in
with the Progressive Dinner in
April. Once again it was a great
success, with quite a few more
Jirst timers’ joining in. Hopefully
they enjoyed themselves and will
risk it again! The evening raised
£700 for Jumpa, some of which is
going to The Gossip and a
donation to the kitchen extension
Sfund since fundraising schemes
like  Jumpa couldn’t manage
without these two other Village
institutions. There will be another
Progressive Dinner in the Autumn
which will hopefully be even
bigger and better. See you there!

Anne Joyner

Spring 2005
WHAT A DOWNPOUR!

It was sunny and warm as the preparations for May Day began. Stalls
were in place and open for business as the crowds began arriving at
approximately 12.30. 'Everything was going well as the May King and
Queen led the colourful May procession down the hill towards the
round green at 2 o’clock. Clouds began to form as the Maypole
dancing began and spots of rain fell on the dancers. People
commented optimistically that showers had been forecast and would
soon blow over. As the dancing ended the downpour started and the
crowds raced for cover. The Tea ladies moved further back into the
Kings’ garage as customers rushed in to take shelter, waiting for the
shower to pass! In cramped conditions the ‘Teas’ continued to do a
roaring trade. T he rain stopped for a minute and then the heavens
opened, the force knocking over the Good as New clothes rail and
soaking anyone who could not find shelter quickly. The torrential rain
lasted for several minutes and as it subsided wet and bedraggled
people gradually emerged and made their way back to their cars. The
cloudburst had obviously been foreseen by Hornton’s very own Mystic
Glenis who had decided on this occasion to keep the information to
herself!

Eventually the rain passed and the sky became brighter. Those that
stayed continued to enjoy what was left of the day.

Thanks to everyone who organised, manned the stalls, played the
music and danced round the Maypole. | think it is the first time that it
has rained in all the years that Hornton has celebrated May Day.
Fortunately the stalls were ready for business when the crowds arrived
and a lot of money was raised for village causes.

3 Hs GARDENING CLUB COFFEE MORNING
PLANT SALE
SATURDAY, 7 MAY
10.30 o 12 Noon
SATURDAY
! h
14 May 05 at Methodist Churc
10.30 A.M. BRING & BUY
" RAFFLE
In aid of Breast Cancer
Care Ribbornn Walk
AT THE PAVILION

OPEN AIR SERVICE WITH
STOUR CONCERT BRASS BAND
ON THE GREENS
19 JUNE 2005 AT 2.30 P.M.




CHURCH SERVICES

Parish Church

[* Sunday — 8.30 a.m Holy Eucharist

2 Sunday — II am (United Service)
Holy Eucharist

3 Sunday — 10.30 a.m Matins

4* Sunday — I1 am Holy Eucharist
5*Sunday - IT am Holy Eucharist

There may be notices for details.
Methodist Church

I Sunday — II am (United Service)
Holy Communion

2pd Sunday — no service

(United Service at Parish Church)

3 Sunday ~ IT am

4* Sunday — IT am

Sth Sunday —~ IT am

Thursday Club - After school until

4.30pm every school Thursday

Sunday School - 9.45am — 10.45am
Sundays - All children welcome

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Some  memories from a
childhood of the Iate forties and
early/mid fifties in Hornton by
Chris Goddard (lived in the Old
Red Lion)

No electricity; filling the paraffin
lamps and lighting them. Going
up the stairs to bed with a
candle past the pork/bacon
hanging on the stairs.

Pig in a sty and chickens in the
garden; the squeal and blood
when the pig had its throat cut.
A football made from the pigs
bladder.

A weekly bath in front of the fire
in the kitchen with water heated
in a bucket on the Calor Gas
stove.

The loo next to the pig sty.
Upgrading from a Bucket to
Elsan and burying the contents
at intervals in the garden.
Football on Saturday afternoon
in the field on the Horley road.
The ‘garden’ shed changing
rooms on the corner of the field
being replaced with a new
bigger wooden building. Those
big billowing blue shirts with
white sleeves; Arthur Cleaver
running up the wing with his
sleeve buttons done up; the
Hillmans with sleeves flapping
around or rolled up in defence
and Frank Jarrett in Goal with
his big woolly Green roll neck
jersey.

Haircuts with Bill Freeman,
visits to Dr. Rake, the Parkes in
the shop, Kate Turner in the
Post Office and a myriad others.

Congratulations

And Best Wishes for a happy
future together +to Peter
Hyde and his fiancee on their
forthcoming wedding in June
at St. John the Baptist
Church and to Martha Abbott
and her fiancée on their
forthcoming marriage on 30™
July also at St. John the
Baptist Church.

18™ Birthday Wishes

to , Calum Harris
' fi? and Susan

. Palmer in May,
Jason Hemmings in

June and Andrew Parker in
July

Hot Tips on Home
Composting

It's that time of year again, when
the days are getting longer, the
sun is shining (sometimes!) and
we are beginning to venture out
into our gardens once again after
the cold winter, now that the
daffodils and tulips are in flower.

So, what does this mean to us
gardeners, beginners and experts?
Well, of course, we should first and
foremost be taking advantage of
Oxfordshire local authorities latest
compost bin offer! Two different
sizes of compost bin are available
once again, for the fifth year
running at the same price - £10.00
for a smaller bin, suitable for
singles and couples, or £15.00 for
a larger bin perfect for families.
The bin can even be delivered
straight to your home (there is a £5
delivery fee). Alternatively you can
collect one from one of the
participating g arden centres - four
across the County, so there’s
bound to be one near you or
where you work. Why not take
advantage of the scheme this
year, and arrange for your group to
have a talk on effective
composting by Oxfordshire County
Council's Waste Reduction Officer.
Oxfordshire’s  local  authorities
estimate that approximately 45%
of residents in the County are
already home composting, but

every year we have new recruits
and there are now more than
seventy schools across the county
who have begun composting!
Composting is a fantastic way to
getting rid of your organic rubbish,
in fact 60% of the average kitchen
bin can actually be recycled into a
useful resource. Why is this
important? Well, first of all
reducing rubbish means less
unsightly; smelly rubbish bags
outside your house; but more
importantly reducing rubbish s
good for the environment. Rubbish
decaying in landfil gives off
harmful chemicals which are now
recognised to contribute to global
warming and on a larger scale,
climate change.

Once you start adding materials
into  your compost bin, it is
important to get a good mix of
different ingredients. You must
start to think like a worm, as
worms are the heroes of our
compost bins. They wriggle and
eat their way through the delicious
offerings we throw into our bins,
and turn them into a lovely,
nutrient rich soil improver, a
veritable treat for our gardens.

So now all you need to dois call
0870 8443006 to arrange delivery
of your compost bin. If you need
any help with your compost bin
speak to Katie Zabel Oxon CC
Waste Reduction Officer.

Yee Hal
Midsummer Barn Dance
Saturday 25 June
In the OI' Pavvy
Dancing to Lazarus and
several callers
Bar and BBQ
Tickets £5 from
Ollie - 670739, Steve -
670795, Anne - 670337

CHAPEL UPDATE

The refurbishment of the Chapel is
still underway. After over four
years of fundraising we are now in
the process of replacing the large
side windows. Our next project is
to remodel the kitchen/vestry and
back room and install new inside
toilets including a disabled toilet.




CONGRATULATIONS
To Laura, Jonathan
and Archie Short
on the birth of
Ruby
And to proud
grandparents

Lindy and John Bridgeman on the
birth of their first grandchild Ella

Muscovado Magic
Serves 4
Lynn says
This is a Prue Leith recipe (she of
the cookery school and catering
empire) and it is very quick and
easy. It has the advantage of being
suitable for pretty much any fruit
and for eating in both summer and
winter:
Plain Yoghurt
Double Cream (in equal parts to
make up the amount youneed for
your size of dish)
Fruit of your choice (this could be
cooked and cooled e.g rhubarb,
gooseberries or plums sweetened to
your taste, or uncooked e.g.
raspberries or strawberries). Make
sure the fruit is not too wet or the
juice will rise up through the
creamy covering. Jam can be used
instead of fruit if you wish
Dark brown sugar

Mix the yoghurt and cream — until
they are mixed together and as Prue
says ‘gloopy’, I think you know
what she means. Put the fruit in a
shallow pretty dish/bowl. Put the
yoghurt/cream mixture over the
fruit to cover it. Chill in the fridge
until about 20 minutes before
needed. Sprinkle the top of the
mixture with the dark muscovado
sugar (nothing else will do) so that
there is fairly thick coating (but this
is a matter of taste).

By the time you are ready to serve
this the sugar will have melted to
form a sweet dark layer over the
sharper cream mixture. Mmmm.

BURDENS TAKE UP THE
CHALLENGE!

Jean Burden with sisters-in-law
Sarah Walther and Lynne Miles,
are training hard to take part in
the Breast Cancer Care Ribbon
Walk on 25 June. The walk

begins at 8.30 am. in Lechlade,
Glos, and ends at Blenheim
Palace, Oxon, a distance of 26
miles. Jean, Sarah and Lynne
have already paid their £25
entry fee and now have to each
raise at least £250 by
sponsorship and fundraising to
take part in the walk, A Coffee
Morning has already been
arranged for this Saturday at
the Methodist Church and there
will be a Cheese & Wine party at
Sarah’s house in June and a Quiz
at Horley pub (date to be
arranged). Please support this
worthy cause if you can.

ANNUAL PARISH

MEETING
Highlights
At the annual Parish meeting
held on Monday 25 April
Chairman David Miles
announced that there is a
vacancy on the P arish C ouncil
due to the recent resignation of
Bill Jeffs. Anyone interested in
becoming a Councillor should
contact either David or the
Clerk (Alan Cater). He also
announced that the 511
Hornton to Banbury Thursday
bus service has been saved for
another 4 years - good news for
those who rely on the bus to do
their weekly shop etc.
The clerk reported that The
Pavilion, Jumpa and the Small
Playground have their own
Bank Accounts and Treasurers
but the Parish Council now has
overall control of the accounts.
A report from lan Harris
(Chairman of the Pavilion
Committee) was read out to the
meeting:-
The Pavilion Committee are
busily raising funds for the new
much needed kitchen extension
- WATCH NOTICEBOARD
FOR FUTURE FUNDRAISING
EVENTS. Their AGM has been
arranged for Wednesday June
8" at 815pm and new
members to the committee will
be most welcome.
Clir. David Miles reported that
the Small Playground has a

very healthy bank balance due
to the generous bequest from
the late Michael Webber's
estate. The old climbing frame
is to be replaced with a Modular
Play system to be installed by
early summer when there will
be an opening ceremony. The
fence opposite the Dun Cow
will be replaced and a new
disabled/pushchair access
ramp will be built. The
Playground AGM has been
arranged for Monday 16" May
2005 at 7.30pm in the Church
Room - All welcome.

Cllr. John Offord reported that
Jumpa have just under £14,500
and a grant of £10,000 is
available if work is completed
by next June. A further £8,000
is needed to complete the
project.

Speeding through the village
was still a big issue and a
speed survey had been carried
out at Millers Lane. Although
the majority of motorists keep
under the 30 mph limit, most
travel too fast for the narrow
roads in the village and it was
agreed that 20 mph was fast
enough. However this could
not be implemented and it is up
to the individual motorist to
watch their speed travelling
through the village especially at
the top of Millers Lane and the
top end of Bell Street where
there is no footpath. - WATCH
YOUR SPEED.

Clir Miles read a report from
Brown Owl, Ann Simpkins who
is sadly retiring at the end of
July. There are 12 brownies
and a healthy bank balance.
The Brownies are going on an
outing to the West Midlands
Safari Park in May. Ann hopes
that someone will volunteer to
take over from her — CAN YOU
HELP?

Whilst every effort is made to
ensure the accuracy of information
printed in this paper, the Editorial
team cannot accept responsibility
for the consequences of any errors
that might occur. The opinions
published in this paper are not
necessarily those of the team.




HORNTON’S BIRDS

The spring has been an interesting
one for Hornton’s birds. The
pheasant which moved into
Hornton’s gardens during the
winter became very fat and
handsome by breeding time.
Judging by the amount of strutting,
polishing of his red ‘ears’ and
shaking of his bountiful speckled
chest, he began to rival a peacock
by the time he won over his bored
girlfriend. He did have a harem of
three hens for a while but two of
them have vanished. The pair has
now disappeared, hopefully hidden
away for nesting. Local children
have become familiar with him
now, and it would be a great pity if
he met the usual pheasant fate.
Happily, the little Mealy Parrot has
survived the winter again, but
called in vain for a mate this
spring. I thasattached itselfto a
Green Woodpecker and if you see
one then the other will not be far
away. For a while it joined a
group of collared doves but must
have found their company a little
grey. The local birds all seem to
tolerate it. Indeed, it’s king of the
peanuts in my garden and seems
able to fend for itself. The Mealy
originatess in Peru (although
probably not our one!) where can
be found a crimson-headed
woodpecker, so perhaps that is the
attraction. It needs some
vegetables in its diet, which
explains why my purple sprouting
broccoli is nibbled at the top — I'd
suspected a very tall rabbit!
Avocado pear is toxic to parrots
but it would appreciate some
unripe fruit and grapes.

Sadly, we only appear to have
about three or four nesting pairs of
song thrushes in  Hornton.
According to the RSPB Birdwatch
2005, the song thrush has now
dropped out of the top twenty
British birds list for the first time
since records began. The one in
my corner of Hornton has a
territory that stretches from the top
of Millers Lane to the Churchyard
and its elaborate and beautiful
song contains the phrase ‘keep
going, keep going’ — which is
bravely apt for such a threatened
little treasure.  We can’t do

anything about the magpies,
sparrowhawks and now a kestrel
which hunt the songbirds but there
are a lot of things that you can do
to help to improve their chances.
First and foremost — don’t use slug
pellets. They work by paralysing
the slug and the evil manufacturers
describe them as bird friendly
because, they claim, the paralysed
slugs are underground and
therefore won’t be eaten. They
are, however, often above ground
where they are not only eaten but
fed to chicks.  Thrushes and
blackbirds are particularly
vulnerable to cats because these
birds feed mainly at dawn and
dusk when visibility is at its worst
because that is when the dew
brings out the slugs, snails and
worms. You can help by keeping
your cat indoors at these times of
day and by fitting it with an elastic
collar with a bell to make stealth a
little harder. If, like me, you
prefer a cat-free garden then a
product called ‘Silent Roar’
scattered around the perimeter of
the garden works well for about
six to eight weeks at a time. This
is available from most garden
centres.

A few swallows and house martins
have returned, but so far no
cuckoo. Hopefully, the next
period of settled warm weather
that we get will bring more of our
summer visitors in from the South.
The Birdwatch 2005 results threw
up some interesting statistics.
Blackbirds, chaffinches and robins
all continue their decline, dropping
an average of 35% whilst magpies
increased by 120%. Finches and
tits are increasing in numbers due
to increased and more selective
feeding, which demonstrates that
we can make a difference in our
gardens. Sparrows and starlings
continue to decline rapidly,
sparrows by 54% and starlings by
75%. It wasn’t until I read this
that I realised that it had been a
few years since I lastsaw one of
those huge flocks of starlings
being noisily hoovered into a tall
tree at roosting time, or a heap of
sparrows in a dustbath. You can
also help by not spraying when the
small moth caterpillars and the

first flush of greenfly appear.
Most of the tits and finches will
feed these to their young and the
plants will have plenty of summer
left in which to catch up. Inmy
experience it takes only a couple
of years of organic gardening for
natural pest control to take over.
Every year we see acre after acre
of  fields being mechanically
spread with slug pellets and miles
of rape being sprayed with
insecticide on the sunniest days of
the year when all the bees are at
their  busiest. Then, when
subsidised fields are set aside for a
year, they are sprayed with
herbicide to make sure that they
provide no wild food or shelter for
any living thing.

At least we can provide a non-
toxic environment in our own bit
of garden! Birdbrain

On Yer bike again!

It will be back by popular
demand - the annual Hornton
Leisure Cycle Ride and Pub
Lunch.
Cyclists of all ages and abilities
are welcome. The emphasis is
very much on leisure with a
stop for lunch. We'll leave
Hornton from the village green
at 11.30 a.m. and go on a not
too long circular route to a local
pub which serves food where
walkers and drivers can meet
up with the cyclists.
This will be the fourth ride — to
give you an idea we have been
to the Stag’'s Head at
Swalcliffe, the Lampet Arms at
Tadmarton and, last year, to
the Chandler’s Arms in Epwell.
Mostly the weather has been
kind. The provisional date is
Sunday 12 June — watch out for
confirmation on the notice
board and in The Banbury
Guardian or on the website.
Please give me a call if you
would like to know more — you
can do it, we can probably even
organise a bike for you to
borrow if you don’t have your
own. Last year our youngest
rider was Tom Donaldson, then
6, who cycled the whole way!
Lynn Corke (670673)



