The Goss

HORNTON

Issue Number 1

Ip

Darling Buds

MAY DAY 1991

Hornton's May Day celebration,

which actually took place on May
6th, was as pretty a spectacle as
ever. In spite of grey skies and

a sharp east wind, the May Queen,
Laura Hemmings, and her attendants,
Greta Henderson and Ellen Pople,
arriving in state at the Green,
brought brightness and colour enough
to reassure everyone that may-time
was really here. The many-coloured
ribbons round the maypole (for

which the village flag-staff did its
usual duty) and the intricate dances
performed with them, were proof that
at least one ancient English custom
is still vigorously alive.

It was not always so. May-time
frolics, so dear to everyone in
mediaeval and Tudor times, suffered
eclipse under Cromwell, being fear-
fully frowned-on by Puritans. One
Puritan writer spoke of 'those
stinckying idols about which the
people leap and dance as the heathen
did'. Our world still abounds in
puritans of all persuasions, earnest
as ever in their attempts to restr-
ict the pleasures of others, but so
far no one seems to have founded a
society for the abolition of
maypoles.

Maypole and dancing apart, there
were many other attractions to make
the occasion memorable. There were
Morris Dancing and games of chance,
a White Elephant stall, a Bouncy
Castle, and, highly popular,
refreshments and a Barbeque. Alto-
gether the remarkable sum of £622.78
was raised to swell the Pavilion
Funds.
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HORNTON SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANNUAL
* CAKE BAKE *

On Saturday June 15th
By the Green - 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon

(Cakes gratefully received)

In Aid of Church of England
Childrens Society.
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The Gossip - May Day 1931

WHY THE GOSSIP

The name chosen for our village
Newspaper! A little of our village
history.

I am going to take you back in

time to 1919 over 70 years ago, a
small building, built with a slated
roof situated in Bell Street, oppo-
site Home Farm entrance. This was
the Reading Room (nicknamed 'The
Gossip' in later years). The Read-
ing Room was where men and boys,
note, only men and boys went, re-
calls Mr. Jack Jeffs, formerly of
Hornton. "I joined at the age of
14 years. The ones that could af-
ford it, paid 2d. a week. It was
run by Mr. George Miles. The money
collected helped pay for coal to
keep us warm, and new books. Mr.
Miles would read to us, as many
people could not read or write. If
you could read, you were allowed to
choose a book from the bookcase at
one end of the room, and read it.
There were also newspapers to read.

After many years, for unknown rea-
sons, Mr. Miles gave up running the

Reading Room. It became more like a
Club. There wasn't much reading
done. Chris and Sam Gilkes named
it 'The Gossip'. The games we
played were cards for matches and
darts. 1 remember Harry Gilkes
used to stand up by the dartboard
with his hand in front and let us
throw the darts between his fingers.
In the end it got a bit rough and
someone put a firework on the fire.
This went up the chimney and blew
the chimney down. Then on another
occasion we hadn't got much to put
on the fire, so we burnt the chair
legs."

Just before the second World War
'The Gossip' closed and stood empty
for a time. A family from the East
End of London, who were unable to
find a home, were housed in the
Reading Room. A curtain was put
down the middle for sleeping and
living accommodation. This was a
family of Mum, Dad, Grandma and
Children. A toilet was made for
them in the garden of Home Farm
opposite. E.J.
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SITUATION VACANT

* Peach Tree Play Group #*

A vacancy has arisen for the

position of Paid Helper for

3 sessions a week, to comm-

ence as soon as possible.
Please apply in writing to Isabelle
Harris, c/o Playschool by 25th May.
* *
PN,

*%%%* CHURCH SERVICES *#x%%

. 1st Sunday in month

8.30a.m. Holy Communion

Parish Church

United Service & Holy
Communion

Methodist Church

11 a.m.

2nd Sunday in month

11 a.m. United Service & Holy
Communion
Parish Church

3rd Sunday in month

11 a.m. Service Methodist Church
6 p.m. Even-Song Parish Church

4th Sunday in month

11 a.m. Holy Communion
Parish Church
11 a.m. Service Methodist Church

5th Sunday in month - JUNE

11 a.m. Service Methodist Church
11 a.m. C. of E. United Service
Hanwell

SUNDAY SCHOOL EVERY SUNDAY IN THE
SCHOOL ROOM - METHODIST CHURCH AT
11 A.M.

Good, Jouck,

Hornton has a sporting talent.
Richard Williams aged 16 years of
Home Farm has been selected for
Oxfordshire under 19 County Colts.
Richard who left school recently,
has played Rugby at every age. He
started by playing in Mini Rugby

at Banbury. He has represented his
school at every level, then he went
on, to play for Banbury under 15's
and 16's and then to represent the
County. We wish him all good luck
in his first game. M.S

INTHE GARDEN

The past few weeks have given us a
traditional 'blackthorn winter': cer-
tainly the blackthorn has never
seemed more sumptuous. Now, if we
are to have some warmer weather we
must prepare for the usual garden
pests and particularly greenfly on
our roses. We are becoming rather
worried about chemical pesticides
and their bad side-effects, not to
mention their ever-increasing price.
It might be worth trying a method of
controlling greenfly recommended by
some, which consists in planting a
clove of garlic beside the roots of
each rose bush. The rose-roots take
the essence of the garlic into the
plants system and so, it is claim-
ed, deter the greenfly. There will
be other pests in plenty, notably
slugs, if the weather is damp. I
can see no alternative to using
proprietary slug-pellets around
vulnerable plants and seedlings.
These are poisonous certainly, but
the dogs never touch them and I have
found no mortality in the garden's
large bird population. Those who
have beech hedges should look out
for white-fly and attack it with a
spray as soon as it appears ('Sybol'
is probably best for this).

We won the CUP

Hornton Football Club has had its
most successful season for some
time. The first team finished
runners up in Division 1, losing
it by just one point. They won the
George Reynolds Cup, beating Hook
Norton by six goals to nil. They
are in the final of the Basil Taylor
Cup on Tuesday May 21st and the
final of the Tysoe Cup on Thursday
May 23rd.

The reserve team finished third in
Division 3. They reached the semi

final of the Cave Cup and the quar-
ter final of the Supplementary Cup.

This season the club has found some

very useful new members. One of

these is Tony Bradley. He has sco-

red forty four goals for the Club.
~-0-0-0-0-0-

HORNTON METHODIST CHURCH

May 5th and May llth were important
dates in the Methodist calendar, it
marked the 106th Anniversary of the
present Chapel, which was built in
1884, replacing the old much smaller
building, which is now being made
into a dwelling house.

This annual event is characteristic
of Methodism, and gives rise to
special Celebrations. The emphasis
is naturally one of Thanksgiving for
mercies passed, and future hopes and
blessings to come.

This year the Sunday Service took

the form of a United Family service,
conducted by Rev. Harold Langham of

Faringdon. It was a delight to have
our own United Sunday School taking

part in the service, also to welcome
the Witney Brownies, who were camp-

ing in the Pavilion.

The following Saturday was also a
memorable occasion when the Cropredy
Jubilee Singers gave us an excellent
programme of music, so profession-
ally performed.

Both events were well attended by a
very representive gathering. A.M.

I should like to repeat a plea I
have made before to the Gardening
Club, that people with long est-
ablished gardens should take care
tc preserve and propagate any old
garden plants they may have inher-
ited. Many familiar varieties,
since 'improved' almost out of re-
cognition by ambitious hybridizers,
were more attractive, if less spec-
tacular, in their earlier forms:
and some delightful plants have
disappeared from commerce alto-
gether because they were not
thought sufficiently striking for
the market.

W.B.

*%% THREE H'S GARDENING CLUB ***
Membership £2.50 per annum. The
programme for 1991/92 includes
many interesting talks on subjects
such as pruning, flowers and veg-
tables from seed and flower arran-
ging. Two outings have been arran-
ged to Hilliers Nursery and Broad-
lands, and to the RHS gardens at
Wisley. Please telephone Edgehill
304 if interested in joining these
trips. There is a plant sale on
25th May and a Flower and Vegetable
Show on 7th September. Anyone wish-
ing to join the Gardening Club
should contact Edgehill 608 or 304.

0-0-0-0-0




LILY'S
FRUIT
CAKE

70z. S.R. Flour

6oz. Margarine

50z. Soft Brown Sugar

3 Eggs

l40z. Mixed Fruit (Sultanas, Raisins,
Currants, Cherries).

Small tin crushed Pineapple (well

strained).
Method

1. Grease, flour and line an 8"

Cake tin.

2. Cream Margarine and sugar to-
gether.

3. Whisk Eggs.

4. Add a little egg and flour into

the creamed mixture. Repeat

until both are used up, but do

not over-mix.

Mix in fruit and pineapple

6. Bake for 1 hour at 325°F or
175C and at 300°F, 150C for a
further hour.

7. Keep for 1 week before eating.

w

There is NO DANGER of
HORNTON SCHOOL CLOSING

is what Cllr David Turner, Oxford-
shire County Council said at the
annual Parish meeting held on Tues-
day April 15th. The meeting was
well attended by Parish Councillors
and representives from the various
village organisations and clubs,
giving accounts of their progress.
Other special guests were our Com-
munity Policeman. PC Locke and his
superior, Inspector Trumper.

One of the issues raised was
affordable housing in rural areas.
After the survey carried out last
year, it was found that there is a
need for lower cost housing in
Hornton. The Parish Council is
following this up, by exploring the
possibility of building a small unit
of housing in some of the Allotment
field.

-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0~

GROWING PEACH TREE

The new porch is gleaming white in
the sun, the peach tree is in full
leaf waiting for the fruit to form.
On the other side of the solid
white door the noise of children
enjoying themselves under the
supervision of Mrs. Jean Burden
can be heard.

They may be playing in the home
corner or is it a shop today? Or
it may be the climbing frame, sand
and water, creative work, painting,
puzzles, cars or many other things.

Through the windows the children
from the school having fun in the
playground which helps prepare them
for their move to 'big' school in
due course. Miss Gibbons, the
infant school teacher, has close
contact with the childen due to
start school, which also helps to
alleviate any fears that the child-
ren may have, and on nice days they
play in the school playground get-
ting used to the surroundings.

Playschool is open Monday aftermoon
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and Tuesday
and Friday morning from 9.15 a.m. to
12 noon.

To book a place for your child,
contact Isabelle Harris on Edgehill
541 or call in to the Playschool for
an application form. There are only
12 places so book early to avoid

disappointment. 1.7.H.

-0-0-0-0-0-0~

FIRST AID By Jean Burden

The paediatric First Aid evening
organised by the Peach Tree Play-
group was held in the School House
on April 25th.

The evening concentrated on resus-—
citation using the mouth to mouth
and cardiac massage procedure and
other emergency procedure to
relieve choking etc.

Ten people attended, who were shown
a very interesting video and given
a talk and demonstration on three
separate models, a baby, a child
and an adult.

Everyone present, was able to
practise on all three "bodies" and
was given the opportunity of obtain-
ing a certificate to show that they
are proficient In this procedurs.

The evening was very worthwhile and
it is hoped that the evening will be
repeated in several months time.

Thankyou to St. Johns Ambulance who
gave their time without charge.
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John Wright

Toolmaker/Engineer
Design Manufacture

&
Maintenance Service

Tel 029 587 425
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PC Locke addressed the meeting and
expressed his concern at the dump-
ing of rubbish around the country-
side. He said that due to the help
of the public reporting people or
car numbers to him, he was able to
make four convictions, last year,
and the guilty parties were all
fined £400.00. Anyone who needs to
contact him should ring Banbury
Police Station (Ban. 252525) where
he, or Inspector Trumper will be
available.

Cllr Hart (Chairman, Parish Council)
seid that next vear there would be
elections for the Parish Council.
There could be two extra places if
anyone would like to stand.

A village newspaper was discussed.
It was thought to be a good idea
but there were no volunteers to
write it.

After the meeting, Julie Stanley and
Raynor Derrington took up the idea
and persuaded Isabelle Harris and
Elisabeth Jeffs to help. This is
the result!!

We hope to bring out the paper
quarterly. This will depend on you!!
You are all invited to submit arti-
cles, such as Village News, recipes,
advertising, gardening tips, articles
for sale, competitions, sporting news,
your achievements..........
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Our next issue is planned for the
middle of August.
T T T S PP LT T T T
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Monday - Brownies

Brownies meet in the Church Room
Hornton from 4.30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Girls aged 7 - 10 years are very
welcome to join us. Come along on
Mondays or Tel: Brown Owl, Mrs L.
Bridgeman on Edgehill 282.

Tuesday — 3 H's Gardening Club

Meet at the Sports Pavilion, 2nd
Tuesday in every month at 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday — Mothers & Toddlers
Meet at the Sports Pavilion every
Wednesday morning in term time from
9.30 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Wednesday — Ladies Keep Fit

Meet at the Sports Pavilion every
Wednesday evening from 7 p.m.

-~ 8 p.m. Come along and join us.
Get fit and tone up your body.
Thursday - Cubs

Meet at the Sports Pavilion from
6.45 p.m. - 8 p.m. for boys aged
8 - 10 years.

Friday - Whist Drive

Meet at the Church Room every Friday
evening at 7.30 p.m.



CONGRATULATIONS

Michael Sumner went for an inter-
view at the Police Station on
Wednesday lst May for The Police
Awareness Course. Usually recruits
are chosen on a first come, first
served basis. Because so many boys
wanted to do the course, interviews
were held to find out which boys
were geniunely interested in join-
ing the Police Force.

Michael heard on the 4th May that
he has been successful in gaining
a place.

The course will take place on

July lst. The course will give
Michael an insight into his future
career.

CURTAINS
LOOSE-COVERS
Made to Order

\\ Elisabeth iP5

0295 87 529

The Pavilion A.G.M. was held on
Tuesday April 23rd.

Due to poor attendance by the
public, last years Committee was
re-elected on block with two ex-
ceptions. Mr. K. Wain resigned
due to pressure of work and Mrs.
H. Sumner stood down as Treasurer
but remained on the Committee.
Miss L. Clelee was elected Treas-
urer in her place.

E.Turner (Chairman) thanked H. Hart
and family for piping the brook and
covering this with hardcore, thus
making a bigger and greatly improv-
ed parking and turning area at the
far end of the Pavilion.

The main project for 1991/92 is to
build a Car Park by the Sewage Road.
Work has already started on this
project but clean hardcore is need-
ed to continue.

Mrs. E. Jeffs (Bookings Secretary),
reported that the Pavilion is well
used by the village.

Mrs. Sumner presented her financial
report. It was reluctantly decided
that due to rising costs, rentals
would have to be increased.

Mr. J. Wright offered to re-start
the tote on a different format to
the one previously run for several
years by F. Jarrett and helpers.
Over £8,000.00 was raised by their
efforts which contributed consider-
ably to keeping funds in the black.

Several fundraising activities have
been planned by the Fund Raising
Committee, the first being May Day.

AN
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IST HORNTON CUBS

On Saturday 1lth May, nine of the
lst Hornton Cubs went on an Inter-
planatory Journey at Horley Camp
Site, together with 200 Cubs from
Banbury area.

There were eight Planets to visit
and conquer. The skills asked of
them to succeed in the competition

were map reading, cooking, air rifle

shooting, water activities, assault
course, making a stretcher with two
poles and a coat, moving radio-

active material, without causing any

contamination to themselves or the
environment and rope skills.

The cubs were divided into 38 teams
with 4 cubs in each team.

Hornton cubs did very well and
achieved 3rd position. The boys in
the team were Johnathan Hart, Bruce
Smith, Robert Taylor and Daniel
England. The other Hornton team
taking part were Henry Turner,
Damien Hemmings, Charles Taylor,
David Taylor and Leon Smith, who
also did very well.

The boys thoroughly enjoyed their
day. Thank you to Les England and
Martin Hemmings.

The annual Cub Camping weekend is
on June 7th, 8th and 9th. Good
luck to all the Cubs taking part.
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We pay tribute to Mrs. H. Sumner
for her service as treasurer to
Hornton Sports Pavilion from 1975
until May 1991, when at the annual
meeting, Mrs. Sumner said she
would like to vacate this position
if there was someone willing to
take the job on. At this point
Miss Lynne Clelee kindly offered
her services to be the new treas-
urer.

Back in 1975, money was being rai-
sed for the building of the Pavil-
ion. A tote was started and the
money from this helped to get the
building work done, a bit at a time.
Thanks to Mrs Sumner's eye on the
accounts, we never got into the red
with the finance.

I am pleased to report Mrs Sumner
is staying on as a committee mem-
ber, and will conclude with a big
thank you for your great effort in
keeping us on the straight and
narrow with the accounts.
E. Turner
(Chairman Pavilion Committee)

SPORTS - HORNTON SCHOOL

The children are very keen on games
an achieve a high standard.

They recently competed with the
Warriner Sector Primary Schools at
both netball and soccer.

The girls did very well and only lost
in the final 2 - 1.

The boys also excelled themselves.
They did not loose any matches and
only missed by 1 point going into
the final.

The boys have soccer coaching by
Mr. G. Walther on Saturday mornings.
They also play a number of matches
with other local teams.

The girls are coached by Mr. L. Smith
every saturday morning. They also
play in the Banbury Guardian Junior
league and in the Calalcade Tourn-
ament.

The junior children go every Friday
afternoon, by coach to Spiceball
swimming pool in Banbury. Testing
takes place throughout the year and
the children achieve very good re-
sults.

Every year all the children are able
to swim at least 10 metres and most
are working towards Bronze, Silver
or Gold awards. Bruce Smith has dome
very well and has just passed his
Gold Challenge Award.

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DAIRY
Sat. 22nd June - Stall on behalf of
the School at

Horley Fete.

Sat. 20th July - Barbeque at the
Manor House.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
June 7th - Football Disco

June 22nd - 0ld Time Music Hall
Evening by Drama Group

July 20th - Barn Dance & Barbeque
on Sports Field

August 13th - Spud Lunch - Pavilion

August 17th - Car Boot Sale -
Sports Field
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CARPENTER
JOINER & BUILDER

DAVID MILES

Tel: 0295 87 550
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