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That May Day in 1945 was sunny and
bright. The community of Hornton
would have sighed with relief as
huddled around their crystal sets
they heard that peace had been
declared in Europe.

When first war was declared, life

in Hornton would have gone on much
as normal. Living 7 miles from

the nearest town and with little
transport the residents were already
partly self sufficient. Their food
grown in their gardens or allotments
with chickens and pigs kept for

eggs and meat. Milk would also have
been provided by the local milking
parlour. The village shop and
public houses supplied their other
needs. Most Horntonians worked

on the land or at the local quarries
and wages were low. Families were
large and most lived in one or two
bedroomed cottages. The school
educated the children and the Chapel
movement was in full swing. How

How frightening this must have been
for the people of Hornton. They
wouldn't have known the Germans
targets and would be completely
bewildered at the sights and

sounds. London was the Germans

prime target. Night after night

it was bombed relentlessly.

Suddenly children from the city

were being brought in bus loads to

be cared for by Hornton residents,
and away f[rom danger Every spare
room was filled with these bewildered
and very frightened children. Hornton
women rallied round and made their
stay as happy and normal as possible.

How hard it must have been for these
women. Many must have seen their
teenage sons and daughters go from
their'home, not knowing what horrors
lay ahead for them, or if they would
ever see them again. Young husbands
too, would have the same fate and
young wives were left to bring up
small children single handed. Now

could war touch their sheltered lives?they had to cope with stranger%

As time went on, gradually the full
horror of those war years began to
unfurl. Firstly most of the young
men were called up to fight or to
do service in other ways. Women
and older men were left to keep

the 'home fires burning'. Then the
young women were uprooted from their
families to go into nursing, the
forces, munitions factories or to
work on the land. Life for them
would never be the same again.

The whole country became short of
food and rationing was introduced.
Then one night a low humming noise
was heard all over the village.

It became louder as the German
bombers flew over the countryside
on their way to Birmingham and
Coventry. The dark sky suddenly
became brilliantly lit by a flare
path marking the way to the target
of Coventry. The light became
even brighter as Coventry burnt.

children who had lived a completely
different life in the city. Not only
would these children have to adapt

to village life but also be separated
from their mothers. Hornton women
welcomed them and many were loved as
their own. Eventually the bombing

of London stopped and the first hopes
of peace spread throughout the land.
The children were returned to their
families now that it was safe.

On that sunny May day, six long years
of hardship, sorrow, and uncertainty
could now be put behind them. New
hope was born for a better future.
Loved ones would be at last returning
home and 1life could be rebuilt.

Fifty years of relative peace have
now passed since V.E. Day. The
majority of us have not been asked to
make the sacrifices that those war
years brought to defend our country.
We are justly proud of what our
fellow countrymen did for us.

V.E. Day was celebrated in Hornton
with a street party tea, paste
sandwiches and jelly and then
games in the 'Piece' (field at

the end of Pages Lane).

The Queen and Government are
sponsoring a V.E. Day Commemoratior
at Hyde Park on the 6th, 7th & 8th
May. Every community is being
encouraged to celebrate V.E. Day on
8th May and in our case we can
receive a grant of £500 towards the
costs.

The Parish Council would like your
views and suggestions and a
Village meeting has been arranged
to discuss this on February 28th
at the Sports Pavilion, 7.30 p.m.
PLEASE COME AND GIVE YOUR IDEAS.
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Cheers 1o 11k

Many in the village will now know
my guide dog Ilk has retired after
eight working years. I now have

a new guide dog called Karl. Some
will also understand how apt it is
to say cheers to Ilk. He is settled
elsewhere in Oxfordshire, perhaps
settled is not the right word with
Ilk as he is a bit of a lad and 1
am glad he can not tell tales that
could end up printed here. It hurt
giving him up but it was best for
him and what I hope is a long happy
retirement.

In my humble opinion The Guide Dogs
For the Blind who breed and train
dogs to a very high standard and
aim to have 5000 working dogs by
the year 2000 are a well organised
charity supported by you the
public. As it is a very expensive
task, people such as I can only be
eternally grateful especially as
all I pay is 50 pence to allow a
contract to operate.

It is wonderful how Karl already
knows where the pub, pet shop and
bank .are. At least now once I have
shown him. When young the train-
ing needs to be reinforced so 1
try to get to the pub quite reg-
ularly and he tries to get to the
pet shop quite regularly and we
both agree to go to the bank when
the first two places insist on
finance.

Whether it is a first or subsequent
guide dog the matching process is
half the battle so how I got a
sensitive intelligent loving dog
like Karl, I find quite surprising.

If you see me doing things a litctle
strangely in the coming months it
means I am reinforcing his training
or that is just Frank doing some-
thing a little strange.

Thanks to BBC Blue Peter, the little

people know not to distract a working
guide dog and never to feed it. Some
grown ups, at least I believe that is
what they are called, also know these
simple rules and the more that learn

the easier life Karl and I will have.

When we are stationary or he is
off his harness he can be fussed
and petted like any dog but it is
always a good idea to ask as
although he will not bite, I might.

By Frank Gardner
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Hornton School News

We have a pleasant start to the

new year and we welcome

Mrs. Carol Drawmer to our staff,
who is a part-time helper in the
infant class.

In the Autumn Term, the children
raised £413 on a sponsored spell.
This money is being used to deve-
lop the playground area - we hope
to have new play markings to make
it more fun, although these will
not be done until the weather
improves.

Cherwell District Council have
awarded us a grant of £800 to
develop a pond and wildlife garden.
Work has already started.

Mr. Freeman of Freeman & 0'Carroll
kindly dug the hole for the pond.
The children have been helping to
plan the area, and will also be
involved in contructing it.

During January the older juniors
were involved in a Control Tech-
nology project. Five computers
were on loan from the Warriner
Partnership and each child had the
opportunity for designing systems
for security light sequences, etc.
It was very successful, and we are
indebted to Mrs. Harwood and Mrs
Tate who worked so hard, helping
and advising during the fortnight.

Later this term we shall be invol-
ved in the Warriner Partnership
Music Event, in which the children
will perform "An African Jigsaw"
by Peter Rose and Anne Conlon,
together with children from the
other partnership schools.

The School Association have supp-
orted us well again this year,
and have recently funded new
audio visual equipment and a
colour printer for the Infant
Computer.

Future events to watch out for
are:-

A Jumble Sale at the Ex-Service-
men's Hall, Bloxham on 25th March,

T AFRICAN

An African gentleman came to the
school for a day to introduce
African Culture to the children.
He looked splendid in his costume
and the children had a wonderful
day. Lizzie Wain and Emma Bridle
wrote their impressions down in
poem form and read it out at a
lovely African Assembly at School,
in which the children sang and
danced and showed us some African
artifacts.

hriefly.....

Well Done! Brownies, your open
evening was very entertaining.
We apologise for reporting the
wrong date of this event in
our last issue.

The Small Playing Field
Committee are arranging a
BINGO on Monday March 20th at
7.30 p.m. in the Church Room.

The Toddler Group has re-started
in the Pavilion every Wednesday
morning from 9.30 a.m.

Admission £1.00 per family.

Congratulations to Doreen Bell
on passing her reflexology
diploma.

Footballers are urgently

needed for the junior team

which meets on Saturday morning
on the sports field at 10.30 a.m.
For more details contact

Glen Walther.

Watch out when returning to
Hornton via Wroxton Brook. A
stop valve 1is exposed on the
grass verge just past the bends.

The Oxfordshire Touring Theatre
Company will be visiting the
Sports Pavilion on Tuesday
March 28th to present a play
called 'Flora'. This is based
on the life of the author of
"Lark Rise to Candleford' which
was set in the village of
Juniper, Northants.

"k******************************‘

Becorous

Quality Painters & Decorators
Over 25 years Experience
Estimates Free
David Jarrett

0295 670638

Gordon Ingram

0295 730203
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MORNING

Down to the Pavilion and take off
our shoes,

We hear a quick story and a little
song too.

Some people bang on drums BANG, BANG,
BANG,

We danced to the beat and sang the
African song.

We danced round in circles and
laughed te hee hee!!!!

We sang AJION JION AGONE JION.

We did the song again and clapped
our hands,

We put on our shoes and put on our
coats and we walked back to school
and had our lunch.



OUR CHURCH

Look up to your left as you pass
the Lecturn and you will see a
fair maiden gazing down from an
arched balcony, enjoying her place
in Heaven.

An age of chivalry overtook this
Country. The son of Edward 111,
the Black Prince, who earned his
spurs aged 16 at Crecy and later
victorious at Portier, named after
the black armour he wore as a boy.
He might have been the hero of the
age. There he is for us today, as
Saint George. He never became
king, for he died aged 46 years,
(1376), a year before his father.

How old was Silas, when the Black
Prince died. He came to Hornton
(1390) from Canons Ashby as our
first Curate. Here was already a
handsome building and to it Silas
added a tower. Not as high as we
see it today. Never the less it
must have added awe and wonder to
the passer by. Windows had been
altered, letting in more light to
illuminate the paintings that
abounded through the church. Was
Silas still Curate when the new
East window brought the morning sun
onto those who prayed before the day
took its toll? Look behind the
curtain to the right of the Alter
and you will see the remains of
what must have been a beautiful
surround of birds and flowers
carved in stone. All but gone

now, and to the right of the

Pulpit and left of the ladies
Alter, the remains of a screen,
carved and painted, now crudely
cut. Enough is left together

with stone cuts to the adjacent
pillar to show how intricately this
screen must have given privacy to
those allowed this corner of worship,
now gone. Also if you look to the
very top pieces of glass in both

of the windows, above the alter, and
above the ladies alter, there can
be seen fragments of the original
stained glass windows. The fift-
eenth century provided the height
of stained glass work. Village
Churches all over the country were

given new "colour stories" and
visions in glass. Our church is
reaching middle age as the country
is ending the Middle Ages. The
War- of the Roses brought battles
close to our door at Edgecote and
Northampton. Agincourt and
"Harry" V (l415) are a long time
gone. Caxton brings the printers
book and the age of the Tudors
begins (1485). One wonders how
the spirit of the church changed
when Henry VIII broke with the
Catholic Church to marry the
flirtatious Anne Boleyn. Thomas
Sharman whose "Brass' lives in
the south aisle probably heard in
his youth of the tyranical king.
The Comptons were building their
house at Compton Wynyates and
within Hornton the church was
witnessing a new level of wealth
as a wool trade grew to high levels.
Oxfordshire the wealthiest county
in England.

COUNTRY HOTPOT

Serves 4 people

INGREDIENTS

1 Onion - Chopped 2 tbsps. Chopped Parsley

1 tbsp Sunflower 0il 1 tbsp. fresh Rosemary or
8oz. Courgettes - Cubed 1 tspn. dried Rosemary
80oz. Turnip - Cubed 1 tbsp. Wholegrain Mustard
80z. Carrots - Cubed l40z. Can Tomatoes

} Green Pepper - Chopped 1 tbsp. Tomato Puree

80z. can Chick Peas - drained

METHOD

Fry Onion in oil until soft. Add veg & chick peas & fry for a
Add remaining ingredients & bring to the boil.
Season to taste.

few minutes.
Cover pan & simmer for 20 mins.
with baked potatoes or brown rice.

Salt & Black Pepper to taste

Serve hot

The quarries were busy again as

the "stone" structures in our village
began to form, Yeomans cottages

and farm houses which proceeded the
grander house of 1600's. We would
have felt the rule of Mary who

threw the population into religious
turmoil, been shocked as news came
from Oxford of the burning at stake
of the protestant martyrs following
their trial. We would have cele-
brated the G¢oronation of Elizabeth I
(1559) and enjoyed the tales of a
"new world" as discovered by Francis
Drake.

Sharman died 3 years before the
Spanish Armada attempted its
invasion, and some 6 years before,
Shakespeare wrote his first play.
He was a wealthy man and earnt
£305 at a time when a curate was
receiving £10 a year. Queen
Elizabeth died in 1603 and then
followed our Stuart kings. Anti
Catholic hysteria and puritanical
bigotry. Was this the moment
when our aging church was ruined.
Its windows smashed, its wall
paintings covered over, its
carved screen hacked to pieces in
an attempt to stamp out all that
seemed offensive in the sight of
God?? What a tragedy. Other
treasures too I'm sure were lost
for ever.

Then less than fifty years, (1642)
the sound of battle nearby must have
been audible through our valley on

a frosty October morning. Two armies
each 13,000 men faced each other
across the valley that separates
Edgehill and the Dassett Hills.,

Did Hornton hear the first shot by
nameless Roundheads that began the
day of bloodshed. That night a
freezing fog descended on the area
and 'friend or foe' were unrecog-
nizable. How many of those men
drifted into Hornton, took refuge
within our old church, wounded,
maimed, sent to be buried? How

many would know that dispite the
royal victory the king would never
enter London as a ruling monarch
again?

So dear Gossip, let$ conclude this
long meandering for now, there will
be other tales to tell, but when
you next pass by that stately old
mass, go in, look about, you will
be amazed, all this history is
there. Look! and ye shall find,
and pray for our future.

Philip Williams
With thanks to the writings of
J.P. Bowes, our local historian.

Drawing by Marjorie Henderson

BINGO

On Tuesday April 4th, in the
Church Room at 7.30 p.m.

In Aid of Women's Working
Party.



We invite you to the Hornton
Churches Covenant Service, on
Wednesday, March 29th at 7 p.m.
This service will mark an
historic occasion for our
Methodist and Anglican congre-
gations.

Over a number of years we have
held a variety of united
services, met together for
discussion and supported a
joint Sunday School. At this
special service we will be
affirming all that has been
achieved in the past and we
will be committing ourselves to
working even closer in the
future.

Too often, we hear of unhappy
communities in different parts
of the world which are torn
apart by prejudice and fear.
We trust that, in a small way,
this Covenant will be a beacon
of hope to others as we seek
to enrich our community by a
common sharing of our different
traditions. The presence of
the Sunday School children at
the service will also be a
reminder to us that this
Covenant will be a worthwhile
gift which we will be able to
pass on to future generations.

Because this is such an
important occasion, the
Chairman of the Methodist
District and the Bishop of |
Dorchester will be present at \
the service .which will begin at %
the Methodist Church and will !
end at the Parish Church where
the Covenant will be signed.

This service will be followed i
by refreshments. We trust that i
you will be able to join us.

Allan Lancashire - Rector

Jeff Smith - Methodist Minister

MOTHERING SUNDAY - MARCH 26TH °
11 a.m. in the Methodist Church
Sunday School will be taking part.

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 14TH

7 p.m. Methodist Church. The
Kineton & Wellsbourne Choir will
be taking part.

EASTER DAY - APRIL 16TH
11 a.m. Communion Service, Parish
Church. Sunday School will attend.

UNITED SERVICES - lst Sunday in
month - Methodist Church 11 a.m.
2nd Sunday in month - Parish
Church 11 a.m.

United Sunday School meets every
Sunday at 11 a.m. at the Methodist

Church

Take two tyres and place one
on top of the other. Fill
with compost and plant with
cucumbers or marrows etc.
This makes a weed free
container.

UICK TIP
By Audrey Turner

| DECLARATION OF INTENT

Churches together in Hornton

We believe that we have been led to witness and worship together
as Christians in Hornton.

We believe that the unity of Christ's Church is the will of God.
We believe that we can forward this unity by venturing together
into an even closer covenant relationship.

Therefore we covenant together to share our Christian life
together as fully as we can. For the greater glory of God and in
love for our neighbour.

We rejoice in the rich variety of our heritage and remain loyal to
our denominations. We shall continue to pray and work for the
unity of the whole Church, and for the reconciliation of all
humanity. We would welcome all to share in this work for our Lord
Jesus Christ.

THE CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HORNTON IN COVENANT

We the Ministers and Congregations of

The Parish Church of St. John the Baptist, Hornton

The Methodist Church, Hornton

confess to our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour according
to the scriptures, and acknowledge our calling to serve him in the
world. We recognise that our divisions are a hinderance to that
calling. We therefore repent of all that is sinful in our
divisions.

Since we recognise in one another faith in the one Gospel of

Jesus Christ proclaimed in scripture, which the creeds of the

ancient Church and other historic confessions are intended to

safeguard;

And since we recognise one another as within the one Church of
Jesus Christ, pledged to serve his kingdom and sharing in the

unity of the Spirit;

We therefore Covenant together to make visible the unity of
Christ's people in our village, not yet knowing what form that
unity may eventually take, but believing that by taking the
steps to which we now commit ourselves we shall be led to a
fuller understanding of that unity which is Christ's will for
all his people.

And therefore we pledge ourselves ‘

-to joint prayer and worship, not only for the unity of Christ's
people, but such as will provide for each tradition the
opportunity to learn and value the spiritual traditions of the
other for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ;

-to support each other in deepening and renewing our several
traditions for the enrichment of the life of the Church and of
the individual believer;

~to explore our Christian convictions and their practical
application;

-to co-operate as Churches in ministry and pastoral care;

—-to provide Christian education for our young people, encour-
aging them towards commitment to Jesus Christ and his Church
and initiating them to joint membership of the Church of
England and the Methodist Church;

-to be jointly represented on each other's Church Councils
thereby ensuring a full and free flow of mutually beneficial
information in order to assist joint planning;

-to work as a team in caring for the community;
-to co-operate in Christian witness;

—to co-operate together regarding future planning for our
places of worship and such other buildings as serve our
community;

-to co-operate in Christian education and training for these




