Light Railway of Yesteryear

Villagers from across the region joined Horntonians for an April presentation by
Andrew Baxter, looking back at the extraordinary former Edgehill Light Railway
which began operating in 1920. It was built to exploit the vast ironstone beds on the
escarpment and designed to carry ironstone from the quarries to Burton Dassett.

Its origins are in the last year of WWI when iron was in great demand, but work to
build it only began in 1919. In the middle of the line, there was a challenging cable-
worked inclined plane at 1 in 6 with the quarry at the top. Infamously known as 'a
dead duck of a railway from inception', plans for its second section, skirting around
Hornton and a line around to Shennington, were abandoned. The line closed in
1925, when iron ore deposits became uneconomic, though it was not dismantled
until 1946 and, for railway enthusiasts, the legend lives on. Parts of the line are still
visible and recalled by older villagers who played on derelict engines left in the
countryside.

A follow-up walking tour, led by Andrew again, of part of the old track attracted a
crowd on a sunny April Saturday, followed by lunch at the Rose & Crown in Ratley to
reward them for scrambling up that steep slope!

Map of the railway
line, from the main
Stratford line,top of
the map.

Crossing over the
Army Camp Lane, then
the Arlscote road
before rising up the
main escarpment and
under the top Camp
Lane and around
towards Edgehill.

There is a road bridge
under the Ratley road
although the line
never reached that far.
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VIEW AT TOP OF INCLINE.

MANNING WARDLE 0-4-0T AND WATER TANK AT TOP OF INCLINI
1 Photographs by J. K Holiick
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Images from past and present

Army Camp Bridge (Above)

Arlescote Road Bridge (Right)

Section just above Arlescote Bridge

Finding part of the track




Looking down the escarpment with the split track Looking up the escarpment

Part of the pulley system (Below)

Top section before the cross over point




Looking up to the top Camp Lane Bridge Signal Box
-

Top track section - Bridge under Ratley Road

So who knows where we are?




