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NEW POLE FOR VILLAGE
By Ian Harris

Following the near disaster last
May Day when the flag pole
collapsed during the children's
first Maypole Dance, it has been
decided to get two new poles.

The Parish Council have agreed to
the purchase of a 20 ft. flag
pole and the Pavilion Committee
are funding a separate maypole.

Both poles will fit into the
existing socket which is in

place on the village green so the
poles will normally be stored
under cover during the more
severe weather to prevent them

rotting (or at least slow it down).

The may pole will be used on the
green for May Day celebrations but
the children will also be able to
use it at the school, the Pavilion
or clsewhere, using a mobile base
which can be easily assembled when
needed. The mobile base has been
kindly donated to the village by
Tom Gibbs of Gibbs (Hornton) Ltd.
for the benefit of children, both
now and in the future.

The new maypole will be making its
debut on May 6th, 1996 complete
with purpose built crown at the

top. The flag pole has been
ordered and should be ready for
collection soon. 1t will appear

on the green as soon as we have
a chance to paint it.

For the future we would like to
consider getting a St. George's
flag and a new set of ribbons for
the maypole as the present ones
are looking a bit faded. Does
anyone have any ideas where we
can get these?

Thanks to everyone who has been
involved in getting the new
poles, but particularly to Tom
Gibbs for his generosity, Adrian
Horsley (who made the base), John
Wright who has helped with all
aspects of the project and David
Miles who provided some timber

Lo fix the poles to their bases.

OUR BOVINE FRIENDS

By W.G. Funnell 1996

I AM ONLY A FOUR LEGGED CREATURE
WITH NO HOPIEE TO LIVE IN THE FUTURE
WE FALTHFULLY SERVED GENERATIONS

OF MAN

AND NOW HE HAS BETRAYED ALL MY CLAN
WE ONLY WANTED TO LIVE OFF THE LAND
AND NOT TO BE FED LIKE A CANNIBAL
BAND

WE HAD NO SAY IN WHAT WE SHOULD EAT
THAT WAS MAN'S FINAL DECEIT
ALTHOUGH THE PASTURES ARE GREEN
THERE ARE FEW HERDS TO BE SEEN

A POIGNANT AND FEARFUL REMINDER

OF OUR TATE WHEN MAN LS THE DECIDER
WEHAVEE SUFFERED THE CRUEL B.S. .
AND LT LS NOT OUR CRIME THAT MAN
HAS C.J.D.

OUR KEEPERS ARE MAINLY MEN OF
COMPASSTION

WHOSE LIVES HAVE BEEN RUINED IN
EVIL FASHION

THEY COME AS OUR FRIENDS

WITH A MESSAGE THAT TRANSCENDS

THE IGNORANT DECEPTLION

OF MATERIAL TRANSGRESSION

NOW WE GO TO OUR END BY THE FIRE

NO MORE TO ROAM AND RETIRE

THE STOCKYARDS ARE EMPTY AND
DESERTED

NO LONGER BY AUCTIONEERING

ASSERTED

IF ONLY THE CATTLE COULD HAVE

THEIR SAY

PERHAPS 1T WOULD BE FOR MAN THEY
WOULD PRAY.

SPRING

The great Fire of Hornton

By Gemma Burden

On Thursday the 4th of April, 1996
something happened that will be
remembered in Hornton for many
years to come. As I live in the
opposite cottage, I had the best
(or worst) view of the whole
thing from start to finish. 1 was
walking up the hill at about three
o'clock on that Thursday afternoon
just before Easter, when I noticed
a few people stood around the
triangular green in Millers Lane.

I saw a chimney smoking and
assumed someone had lit a fire.

My mum was getting the washing in
because of the smoke and suddenly
we heard the sound of a fire engine.
Soon the roof of the Red Lion was
covered in smoke and people flocked
around, some coming into our

garden for a better view. It was
getting dark because the thick,
black smoke kept eclipsing the sun
from view. Flames became visible
reaching high into the air and
disappearing into the smoke. The
roofs of the other cottages started
smoking, more fire engines arrived
along with police and an ambulance.
The afternoon wore on but nothing
could be done to save the Red Lion.
We made tea and biscuits for the
firemen. The smoke gradually died
down but the firemen stayed all
night.

The following morning we felt very
sad when Sally and David came back
to see their shattered home. All
their belongings were ruined along
with the beautiful house that was
once the Red Lion. T can only
hope that one day it will be
restored to its natural plory.



Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter

The little Easter-tide event took
place on a dry but very cold after-
noon at the end of March. There
were some excellent entries to the
decorated egg and bonnet compet-—
itions. Many thanks go to Philip
Williams and Jean White lor taking
on the difficult task of judging
them. There was great athleticism
on the egg-rolling field but,
unfortunately, it was really too
cold for those who didn't have
children taking part to enjoy this
as a spectator sport and so they
stayed inside. Thus we started on
drinks which were intended for
after the talk at 4.30 p.m. - a
rather confused afternoon
altogether!

However, very warm thanks to those
who turned up and took part in one
way and another - your loyalty was
very much appreciated. We were
priveleged to have Inspector Martin
Wright to talk to us as his usual
audience consists of senior police
officers and members of the Home
Office. He fielded questions from
both younger and older members of
the audience with equal expertise.

Our annual Summer Get-To-Know-Your-
Neighbours party will, by popular
request be on the village green as
usual.
and drink. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Please don't neglect to mark and
photograph your belongings. 1
keep hearing of people who have
had their possessions taken and
who had neglected this simple act.
You feel so silly going to the
police and saying "Well, it was

a clock, rather like this..."

and trying to draw it - it's
really no good. A photograph, on
the other hand, can be printed in
the magazine which is circulated
to antique dealers to alert them
to stolen property, so at least
you feel there is a chance that
they will spot your possessions
and it only takes halfl an hour

or so to do. The co-ordinators
have marker pens and we can borrow
the engraver from the CID. Also,
we now have a couple of timer
switches to bring your lights on
and off which we can lend vou to
keep intruders guessing whilst
you are away!

We have been asked not to publish
details of vehicles, but will
continue to put up general alerts
on the village Notice Board. Your
co-ordinator will be able to give
you further details of registration
numbers. Feedback has been good -
keep it coming in!

)

No complications - just food

HorntonSchool News

Earlier in the term Niki Patrick,
Clare Conmmor, Nathan Harwood,
Jessie Hinton, Claire Bourne,
Lizzie Wain, Michael Palmer, Joe
Coles and James LEdger took part

in the indoor netball. Eight
other schools took part in it. We
played Sibford and lost 6 - 0.
Then we played Adderbury and won

1 - 0. Then we played North
Newington and drew 1 all. Overall
we came 2nd. In March Otuseyi
Ogunjobi visited our school. We
did 2 large batiks. TEveryone in
the juniors took part in doing
them. Everyone enjoyed his visit.

Last Friday, April 19th, Padma an
Indian lady came to visit us. She
showed us a range of different
things they do in India. Some of
the children dressed in Indian
clothes. She showed us how they
dry their hair using a tin can
with burning charcoal and incense.
On Thursday the 25th April the
juniors took part in the cross
country run. [LEveryone did well.
The upper junior girls came Znd.
Overall, most of us came under
60.

By Jessie Hinton
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Come and Sing

THE SALVATION ARMY BAND
WILL LEAD
AN OPEN AIR SERVICE
ON THE VILLAGE GREEN
ON SUNDAY JUNE 23RD AT 2.30 P.M.
REFRESHMENTS
000D0D000000000O0O0O0O

The Parish Council Election was
held on Thursday May 2nd. 180
villagers turned out to vote and
E. Turner, H. Hart, P. Burden,
M. Cross, D. Miles, R. Tew and
J. Wright were all re-elected.
Thank you to everyone who voted.

Cubs Car Wash

As a result of the Car Wash
which the lst Hornton Cubs held
on 27th/28th April in West End,
Hornton, they raised £140. This
represents more than 40 cars
which a team of cubs cleaned with
help from their leaders.

The Cubs wish to thank Mrs. H.
Sumner for letting them use her
premises once again.

The Cubs are also very grateful
to all the people who supported
them by bringing their cars along
to be cleaned and thereby helped
to raise the money for their
annual subscriptions.

The School was inspected in January
by a government Ofsted team. The
report has recently been published
and the governors and staff arc
delighted with the findings. The
school was praised for its high
standards of education at all
levels, and for the commitment of
staff, governors, parents and the
community to the life of the school.

We look forward now to an exciting

term.  We shall stage a mini musical
"The Great Wild West show' in the
Pavilion in June. Watch out for

further details.

The following accounts from the
children give information about the
events so far this year:-

Hornton Schools Wild Life Pond

The Hornton Schools wild life pond
was made to attract more wildlife

to the school. It took a lot of
hard work but it was worth it.

This year we had lots of [rog spawn.
We had a spring clean ready to
attract this years wildlife including
Butterflies, Bees,Bumble Bees, Lady-
birds and much more. The spring
clean included weeding, finding
shrubs again, pulling out lumps of
grass around the side that had rooted
in the pond. It looks much tidier
now. Hornton School are very proud
BE 18 By Jessica Wright

The Cross Country Run

On Thursday the 25th of April we
went to the Cross Country run at
Warriner School. We left school at
12.20 p.m. We took a drink of
water and our coat. We were against
seven other schools, Wroxton, Sibford
Gower, North Newington, Bloxham,
Deddington, Steeple Aston and
Adderbury. The first race was the
lower junior girls and so on, until
the upper junior boys went. Marc
Connor came llth, Clare Connor came
3rd, Anekka Nay Smith came 57th and
Thomas Patrick came 25th. We all
tried our best and ended with a good
result.

By Ben Mobbs
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Derorols

Quality Painters & Decorators
Over 25 years Experience
Estimates Free
David Jarrett

0295 670638

Gordon Ingram

0295 730203

kkkkihkhhhkhhhhrhkikkiik
*hkkkhkhkkhkhkkhhdhkikkkkkx

k*******************************‘



]

ELDERFLOWER CORDIAL

} pints ol water

} 1bs white sugar

25 elderflower heads
2 oz. tartaric acid

2 = 3 lemons

Place cverything in a
Strain.
Bottle or freeze in ice bags.
Dilute to taste.

Leave for 24 hours.

container.

\

ELDERFLOWER CHAMPAGNE

5 — 6 elderflower heads
2 lemons - sliced
8 pints of water — boiled

13 lbs sugar

2 tablespoons of cider
vinegar or } oz. of citric
ac id.

Put elderflowers, sliced
lemons and water into a
container. Leave to soak
for 24 - 36 hours.

Strain through a cloth or
Fine sicve. Add supar and
vinegar (or citric acid).
Stir well until sugar is
dissolved. Put into screw
top bottles (don't screw too
tightly). Leave for 7 - 14
days. Doesn't keep longer
than 3 months.

M AY s DAY

By Isabelle Harris

Breakfast over, washing-up done,
now to the niceties of the day -
flowers to collect, balloons to
blow up - walking down the street
the wheelbarrow overflowing with
blossom, children laughing and
skipping with anticipation of

the day. Thankfully the sun is
shining and the sky is clear.

The new Maypole is in position
with ribbons gently fluttering in
the breeze, stalls are appearing
around the green, signs of hard
work by the organisers.

Continuing my journey to the
Gables where the royal jeep awaits
to be transformed into floral
splendour fit for the May King and
his Queen.

Home for lunch - cloaks to iron,
crown to polish ready to be back
at the Gables for 1.45 p.m.

The town-crier is collecting the
crowds, looking splendid in his
outfit. The excitment is building
up. The children line up. The
King, Queen and attendants are
ready in the regal carriage. The
musician is ready to play. They're
off, walking slowly down Millers
Lane. Onlookers are lining the
route, waving to the royal party.
They stop to sit on the prepared
thrones in the beautiful setting
by the blossom trees. They are
crowned by Mr Hart and then back
in their royal carriage they take
a lap of honour.

Next the dancing, with a lot of

new little dancers. The display
is lovely with all the girls in
their pretty brightly coloured
dresses and flowers in their hair.
The boys all look very smart too.
The atmosphere is very jolly and
lighthearted. After a short break
the children return for a display
of Morris dancing which is
excellent (thanks to John and Ian
for teaching the children).

The festivities continue with

pony rides, games, stalls and a
Jolly good cup of tea and piece

of cake from the tea table. People
can be seen enjoying the quietness
and serenity of the open garden

at Bellvue.

The afternoon was a greal success.
Thanks to everyone who donated
their time and effort to all the
stalls.
who again made the beautiful May
Queen's crown. Long may the
tradition continue.

Philip and Ron wish to thank
everyone for the contributions

to their White Elephant Stall.
Most of it was collected at short
notice and over 807 was sold.
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Thank you to Sarah Walther

£ oM

Charles Hesketh (May King)
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¥ MAY DAY 1996 *
: z
3 Brownies £ 79.87%
% Football £ 95.20 %
X Toddlers £ 43.16%
¥ Playgroup £ 30.68%
¥ School £ 105.00 %
¥ Pony Rides - School £ 13.00%
X Cake Stall - Sunday ¥

¥ School & Chapel £
¥ Womens Working Party £
*¥Raffle - playing Field £ 123.00 %
¥ Bowling playing field £
¥ Pavilion £

% ¥
z £1405.38 ﬁ
% - X
* 1
Y
X

zPAVILION STALLS )
X

¥ Hot Dogs £ 60.65 jg
¥White Elephant £260.87 E
¥ Bikes £11.00 %
¥ Teas 2190.00 ;
¥ Lucky Square £ 50.00 X
:Pick A. Ticket £120.20 z
¥ Plants £ 6.00 ¢
* -

X £698.72 ¥
¥ Maypole £ 31.70 %
¥ Crown £ 3.00

¥ Adverts £ 32.80

¥ Presents £ 10.00

£621.22

*
X
K
%
77.50 %
X
®
X
*
X
kkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkhkhkhkkhkkd

g*****



’DO—O—O—0—O—O—0—0—0—0—0-0—0—0—0~0—

0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-C

JOINER & BUILDER

By Philip Williams

Well what a long cold winter its
been.  And not over yet with
frosts
carly May to
flowering Blackthorn, so proving
that the "Blackthorn Winter
exist (do you remember those three
nights of frost last ycar,
at the same time). Whatever, we
are at least 3 weeks behind our
normal growth pattern. Hardly

a daffodil until Easter and May
Day celebrations under pink
cherries still very much in bud.
As to the birds, they have endea-
voured to [it into our changing
weather pattern. Our hardy
Blackbird. being the first to

be seen building its nest at a
time when many smaller birds were
still clinging to the nut hangers
and bird table. Hasn't it been
wonderful to see and hear the
activities of
peckers, through and around the
village, especially in the tall
trees bordering the Allotment
Fields, Townsend Way. I've seen

a spotted Woodpecker very active
by the brook area of John Wright's
reservation and top end of Hollo-
way, 1in flight its belly aflame
with blush red. (The Kingcups are
again making their golden carpet
by the brook and I think we've

now established Prittalaria
"Snakeshead™ in John's "wet
meadow') .

and cold temperatures in
coincide with the

does

almost

the Green Wood-

Earlier this year whilst walking
the dogs through the valley we
witnessed the visitation of a
Green Parakeet, something of a
surprise as it was still very
bleak and cold. At first a flash
of turquoise, then in [ull [light
and cry, screeching toward the
village it alighted into the
hawthorn bush which overhangs the
pumphouse and proceeded to pull
off and eat whatever dried berry
that winter had left. Almost the
size of a Magpie, apple green,
large red beak and a red rvulf of
neck feathers. Thinking it was an
cscaped pet we uttered the usual
bird cries of "who's a

1

" "
human
pretty boy then', "Pretty Polly"

and a few "Hello's"!! to no avail.

CARPENTER

Tel: 0295 670550 &

DAVID MILES
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So homeward bound,
RaBaP:Bs @t
that
one of hundreds that are
breeding in the south of
England, and are moving grad-
ually north.
first sighting in North Oxon.
Now totally hardy, they can
survive the winter on acorns,
tree bark, litchen and any
berries to be found. Not to be
encouraged to the bird table as
they are pretty vile to our
Frujt
those beaks are very
destructive, so its to your
peril if you encourage this
splash of colour to your
garden......

we rang the
Oxford, to be told
it was not an escapee but

Ours was the

native birds. [armers

beware,

I was first aware of the Swallow
arrival, 3rd week in April,
swooping down West End but
earliest sightings were made,
just after Easter weekend. A
wonderment that they still find
us after such a long flight.

The Cuckoo I think we'll all
agree was heard in Hornton
21st/22nd April, much to the
annoyance of the Jackdaws in
the chimneys of Canada Cottage.
L saw 2 cuckoos almost loose
their tail feathers!!!

Finally, an award for bravery and
devotion to her young should go to
the Thrush who sat frozen to her
nest in the Prunus on the Green,
throughout the noise, and activity
of May Day Celebrations, almost
within hands reach but thankfully
unseen by the many who bowled
skittles or watched the Maypole
dancing.... Long may we have this
haven.
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NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME

Y

Come and enjoy the gardens

at Bellvue on Sunday May 26th
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Teas

will be provided at the Pavilion
in aid of Hornton School funds.
There will also be a plant stall.

Bellvue garden WLll also be open
on Sunday July 7th and teas will
be served by the Cubs and
Brownies in aid of their funds.

a <

PLANT SALE

Saturday 18th May 10.30 a.m.
in the Pavilion

Parish A.G.M.
By Jean Burden

At the Parish A.G.M. held recently
the many clubs and organisations
in Hornton gave their
reports. ALl are thriving due to
and genevrosity

annual

constant support
of the Hornton villagers.

The village itsell was reported to
be looking particularly attractive
at present and people were thanked
for their efforts in keeping
Hornton tidy and well cared for.
Any problems or concerns about

the village should be reported

to the Parish clerk or any ol the
Parish Councillors.

Pavilion A.G.M.

The Pavilion A.G.M. was held on
Tuesday April 30th in the Pavilion.
As there was only | of the
public present apart from the
committee it was agreed last years
committee be re—elected on block.
Eric Turner agreed to remain as
Chairman, Richard Miles Vice
Chairman, Julie Stanley, Secretary,
lisabeth Jeffs, Bookings Clerk

and Lynnre IFickling

member

Treasurer.

Lynne Fickling reported that the
bank balance is in a very healthy
state and thanked the fund raising
committee for their efforts over
the past year and John Wright and
helpers for running the tote.

She also expressed her thanks to
Miss Dimelow for auditing the
books. It was agreced to keep

the booking charges the same as
last year as the Pavilion is

well used by the village and is

a real asset to village life.

The project for 1996 is to get
the outside of the building
painted and to make the parking
by the brook bigger and tidier.
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By James Fisher

HORNTON Football team had a
start to the season but soon
found their form by wimning TEAM
OF THE MONTH for December.
Hornton lost three games which
assure them of promotion.

shaky

would
Three players and a new strip
gave Hornton a boost in which they
beat top of the league 6 - 1.

Hornton finished fourth in the
league in which they are
confident of winning next season
So if you are of the age of

15 years + and interested in
playing for the team, training

very

will bepin in the summer



