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By Irene Harwood

A few days before the May Day
Celebrations, the trees on the
village green were still just
tight buds, but by the arrival
of the actual day they had open-
ed perfectly to give a beautiful
crisp example of how glorious
Spring is in Hornton. David
Miles, the Village Crier, set the
mood by touring the village with
his bell and proclamation on
Sunday and by announcing the event
in the traditional way on May Day
itself.

With the stalls arranged and
ready, the celebrations got under-
way with the children both smart
and gay following the Joyner's
mini-tractor. From the trailer
there were proud smiles and waves
from this year's May King (Andrew
Parker) and May Queen (Jessie
Hinton) and their attendants
(Tanja Miles and Jessica Wain) as
they headed the colourful process-
ion. The crowning ceremony was
performed by Mr. H. Hart.

Their dances were
complex and varied, combining bright
hankies, sticks and bells with some
very complex foot work.

The green was then surrounded by of the village.
hundreds of spectators who stop-
ped any traffic and brought their
own festive feel to the occasion
whilst watching the display of
dancing. It began with five
Maypole dances by children from
Hornton County Primary School to
the music provided by John Wright
on his accordion. The gay twirl-
ing and plaiting of ribbons and
the confident smiles of children
from 5 to 11 years of age, so
obviously enjoying the occasion
and the music was both impressive
and most entertaining.

Once again our thanks are due to
John Wright and Annie Hinton for
the marvellous job they did in
training approximately 40 children
to take part and to the children
for their wonderful display and
youthful enthusiasm. Long may it
continue!

The range of stalls run this year
ensured everyone could find some-
thing to enjoy! Whilst browsing

at the white elephant goods, plants,
terracota pots, stone ornaments and
clothes there was a variety of foods
available to tempt and sustain
people - from the barbeque to tea
and delectable cakes, refreshing

ice cream or the sweets and biscuits

The Maypole dancing was later
followed by two sessions of
dancing from the Sun Rising
Morris group, involving altern-
ating sets of boys and girls

from the Junior Class of the
local school and the young people

offer at the Brownies stall. Plenty
of amusements were on offer too,
with the bouncy castle and pony rides
for the young and energetic, to the
skills of the bowling and the luck
of the Tombola, Raffle and Lucky
Squares. But the Cub Scout maggot
racing was definitely not for the
squeamish and raised many a smile!
After all the excitement the open
garden of Mr. & Mrs. E. Turner pro-
vided a beautiful area of peace
amidst the bustle and sunshine.

Many people deserve our thanks, as
such a successful day requires much
effort and planning. But thanks are
also due to all those who supported
both the event and the many village
activities represented on the stalls.
An occasion which ran so smoothly,
crowned by such glorious weather was
truly a May Day to remember! ]



THANKSGIVING

By Julie Stanley - Parish Council
Clerk

This being Centinary year for
Parish Councils throughout the land,
the Society of Local Councils for
Oxfordshire organised a special
service of thanksgiving on Sunday
last, May 8th at Christ Church
Cathedral, Oxford.

Invitiations were sent to every
Parish Council in Oxfordshire and
my husband and I went along, as
representives of Hornton.

As we drove into Oxford we could
see the Cathedral in front of us.
We turned right past the Randolp
Hotel, looking for a place to park.
We found a car park some distance
away and headed on foot towards

the Catherdral spire. We arrived
just in time, passing through the
lawned quadrangle with a raised
pool as a centre piece and into
the magestic arched Cathedral with
its beautiful stained glass windows
and high oak ceilings. Already
seated were about 300 Parish
Councillors and their partners.

We all stood and sang "All people
that on earth do dwell" as the
procession of dignitaries process-
ed to their seats. The procession
included The Duke & Duchess of
Marlborough, The Lord Major of
Oxford, The Lord Lieutenant and
the Bishop of Dorchester.

Prayers were said for the work

and continuation of Parish Councils
and the address was given by the
Bishop of Dorchester.

After the service the congregation
walked the short distance to the
Town Hall for a reception.

As part of Hornton's celebrations
of 100 years of our Parish Council,
a similar service has been arranged
for Sunday August 28th at 1l a.m.
in the Parish Church. P

SPECIAL SERVICES AT THE PARISH
CHURCH

Sunday June 19th - Confirmation
Service. The Bishop of
Dorchester will be present.

Sunday July 17th at 6 p.m.
Songs of Praise

PERSONAL

OPINION

Dear Editor,

A letter was circulated around the
village prior to the Parish A.G.M.
entititled LOW COST HOUSING IN
HORNTON VILLAGE POSSIBLE HIGH COST
OF PROPOSED HOUSING COULD MAKE IT
PROHIBITIVE TO LOCAL PEOPLE - NEED
FOR INDEPENDENT CONSERVATION
SOCIETY. This letter was not sent
to the Parish Council and so I
replied to Mr. Rowe-Jones on a
personal basis. My letter to him
was as follows:-

I feel it is my duty to point out
that several of the points you
have made are incorrect.

As regards to the controversy over
the quarrying rights, although an
un-elected lobby group was formed,
all the negotiations were carried
out by the Parish Council at that
time and they reached the present
agreement with British Steel. As
you know fourteen candidates put
their names forward for the Parish
Council elections, but most of

the successful candidates were
members of the previous Parish
Council or supporters of the pre-
vious Parish Council showing that
the electors of the village do

not approve of un-elected bodies
Oor pressure groups.

As the Parish Council stated in
"The Gossip" all decisions about
the Affordable Housing scheme will
be made at future village meetings.
Although British Steel own land
around the village for a possible
housing scheme, their land is not
the only sites under consideration
and they would not have any
involvement in the planning,

building or running of the scheme.
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HORNTON METHODIST CHURCH

The 109th Anniversary of the

present Chapel was celebrated on
Sunday May lst.

It was again a memorable occasion.
Thanks are due to all who gave
thelr support, especially to the
Sunday School, who had a busy
time preparing for the activities
and involvement in the May Day
Celebrations.

The service was conducted by
Rev. Cyril Skerrett, who gave a
timely address on Church Unity.

The cutting of the Birthday Cake,
served with coffee was an added
surprise, and very much enjoyed
by all. ®

As the Parish Council and Cherwell
Housing Trust have not considered
any sites or plans for a possible
scheme in Hornton, as talks are
still at an early stage, they have
no low cost unit costings and I
can't understand how you have
arrived at a figure of £55,000 for
a two bedroom unit without any
plans or specifications.

As "The Gossip" stated 897 were in
favour of the proposal and of the
un-returned forms, many of these
people were in favour of the scheme
but we felt it unappropriate to
include these as YES votes.

The Langway site is only one option,
and your suggested alternative site
in my opinion, as one of the
voluntary helpers involved in build-
ing the new car park, is that the
land has been made up, and would be
very unsuitable. The sports field
including your suggested site was
originally purchased by the Rural
District Council for housing in
1957/8. Planning was refused at
that time due to the unsuitable
nature of the ground.

I feel there is no need for an
un-elected committee to look at
planning matters when the Parish
Council has been already elected by
the village to look after these
matters and all other aspects of
village life.

Yours sincerely,
David Miles

How many words of four letters or
more can you make from the letters
shown here? In making a word,
each letter may be used once only.
Each word must contain the centre
‘letter, and there must be at

least one nine letter word in the
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SWMZ

By Arthur Miles

the door

My story begins and ends in mystery.
How often have I felt I would have
liked to have known some of the
answers.

It is a true story and therefore
worth the telling, It was as far as
my memory allows, an ordinary day
(as far as days go) in early Autumn,
weather fine, not unusual that a
few villagers should be about their
business in Bell Street. I
happened to be one of them, a teen-
ager about sixy years ago, Was it

a coincidence that Mr. Gerald
Cotterell of the Manor, and Mrs
Ernest Hancock, who lived in the
cottage adjoining the Church room,
(now demolished), plus the stranger
who my story is about were there?
There was something odd about the
stranger. Who was he? Where had he
come from? Where was he going?
What was his name? These are some
of the questions I have failed to
find an answer to. His journeying
seemed aimless. One thing I am
sure of he was physically weak
fell with exhaustion near the
Church room door. From now on we
had a task on our hands which
demanded our attention. Obviously
he needed help, what to do with him,
was another posing question.

and

Mrs Hancock gave him food and drink,
after which he revived. Mr. Cott-
erell later took him home and found
him lodgings in his saddle room,
furnishing it with a bed, table and
chair and gave him a job on his
farm. This suited the stranger
admirably.

Our questioning failed to get
through to him. As he had a
Scottish accent we called him Jock
McKenzie. He was always friendly
and seemed at home with us, joining
in football we played on the village
green. Mr. Cotterell bought him a
bicycle which he was very proud of.
This gave him the opportunity to
explore the countryside around.
Then one day it all changed, he
vanished, as strangely as he came,
without any farewells. We never
saw him again. It was Banbury Fair
time, could this be the answer?
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BeLorous

Quality Painters & Decorators
Over 25 years Experience
Estimates Free
David Jarrett

0295 670638

Gordon Ingram

0295 730203
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MAY DAY 1994

Money raised this yéar benefitted
several village causes.

THE SPORTS PAVILION - £625.17

Pick A Ticket 130.05
Teas 139.13
Bouncy Castle 27.97
Bowling 35.20
White Elephant 227.59
Barbeque 95.48
Lucky Square 30.00
Stall rentals 22.00
Open Garden 13.00

- £95.25

SMALL PLAYING FIELD - £110.00
Childrens & Adult Raffle
PEACHTREE PLAYGROUP - £57.00

Expenses

Pony Rides 20.00
Ice Cream 37.00
SUNDAY SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP
Cake Stall 81.00
SCHOOL - £37.00

Jumble Stall
BROWNIES - £35.00
This & That

CUBS - £12.00

Maggot racing(donated to small
playing field)

JOY CLEGGS EASY APPLE CAKE

Hornton School News

By Isabelle Harris

The children this year are perform-
ing a musical called "Hamlin Town'".
This is a new venture and we wish
them well. (See notice board for
details).

The infant children are going to
the butterfly farm at Stratford
upon Avon for their outing in June,
as this years project is 'things
that change'. The juniors are going
to Stoke Bruern Waterways Museum.

Sports day is being held on Wednes-
day 13th July on the sports field if
the weather is fine.

Again we are collecting Tesco
computer tokens and we would be
very grateful if you would collect
these on our behalf.

On June 25th is the School Fete
which is to be held in the School
grounds. There will be live music,
a gymnastics display and a visit
from the KNIGHTS OF WARWICK plus
many other attractions.

Ingredients

6 oz. S.R. flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

6 oz. Sugar

4 oz. melted butter or margarine
2 eggs

1 teaspoon almond essence

1 1b. peeled chopped cooking

apples.
Method

Put all ingredients except the
apples into a large mixing bowl.
Mix to a smooth batter.

Add apples and mix well.

Put into a lined baking tin and
cook for 1 hour at 180°c. or
until apples are cooked.

Leave to cool before removing
from the tin.

Serve hot or cold.

gardens to enjoy

Three of Hornton's most beautiful
gardens will be open to the public
on Sunday May 29th and Bank Hol-
iday Monday May 30th. They are the
gardens of the Hon. & Mrs. Buchan,
West End House, Phillip Williams,
Sunnyside and Mr. & Mrs. E. Turner,
Bellvue.

Sunday's proceeds will go to the
National Garden Scheme which
supports many good causes including
the MacMillan Nurses. Teas will
be provided at the Sports Pavilion
by the School Association and

their profits will go to Hornton
School.

Monday will be for the Spastic
Society and teas will be provided
on the lawn at Jubilee House. It
is hoped that other village gardens
will also be open on that day.

STOP PRESS

The Three H's Gardening Club plant
sale raised £166.90 for club funds.

A plot
of one chain costs £1 per annum.
If you are interested in taking on
a plot or a part of a plot, please
contact the clerk, Julie Stanley,
Langway, Bell Street.

There are 1} plots vacant.

Allotment rents are now due




EVACUEE TEACHERS

By Winifred Baker

Nature lessons at school came to
life for us that Spring term.

En route to Hornton we rode past
lots of sheep. We just 'had' to
dismount daily to watch the young
lambs frisking about. There was
one particular favourite whose
name became "Freddy Win". We
kidded ourselves he - or she -
recognised us!

Our weather pictures of snow and
snowmen were true to life because
we had the real 'stuff' all around
us. We probably grew bulbs in
bowls and a hyacinth in one of
those tall glass vases, where all
the roots could be seen curling
around. The wild spring flowers
were glorious that year and soon we
had lovely warm days to pick them.
We picked primroses in Edge Hill
woods and posted them off to
London relatives.

One of the daily - or rather night-
ly adventures at Edge Hill was our
late visits to the 'private conven-
ience' there. This small building
was situated at the back of the
chicken run, which in turn had it's
own wire-netting door with catch
and bolt - which sometimes 'would'
and sometimes 'would not' open for
us. Once inside, all was spotless
and sweet smelling. The white wash-
ed walls were decorated with a
special portrait gallery. The
Stanley family were life-long Meth-
odists and naturally read "The
Methodist Recorder" weekly paper.
Each year it seemed the Methodists
chose a new minister as their Pres-
ident and the said Recorder pub-
lished a good sized portrait of
their new leader. What do people
do with such items? 1In the Stanley
household there was no question.

As each new portrait came along in
the current issue of their Metho-
dist Recorder, it was put up - rev-
erentially and with care; we are
sure - in the next space - along
with all the previous President's
portraits - on the walls of their
'private convenience'! for all

to see, admire and smile over! It
did occur to us to wonder what any
visiting Methodist preachers
thought! We expect that trim
little building with its unique
Presidents' Gallery has long since
been taken down or on the other
hand used for yet another hen-
roost! Other days! Other ways!

We can still smile at that memory.
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To be continued ......ccoevecenee

HORNTON

Q PARISB COUNCIL - The parish
council held the AGM this week. The
meeting was attended by the majority of
the parish council, county councillor
David Turner, Miss Zsep, from the
Cherwell Housing Trust, and a good
number of villagers.

Chairman Harold Hart welcomed ev-
eryone to the meeting and thanked his
fellow councillors and the parish clerk,
Julie Stanley ,for all their time and ef-
fort throughout the year. '

Each councillor has responsibility for
particular areas of concemn to the coun-
cil.

Planning, Harold Hart. It was re-
ported that many planning applications
had been submitted. Many for extension
to existing buildings. Several of the
older houses in the village have seen
major changes but hopefully in keeping
with the character of the village.

Several barn conversions were in
progress and the four new houses in
Eastgate are nearing completion.

Road and Highways, Mr E.
Turner. The roads and highways were
reported to be in a fair condition, pot-
holes are reported as soon as they ap-
pear and most of the footpaths need
constant repair.

All villagers were thanked for mow-
ing paths and grass area and planting
flowers. Concern was expressed over
the exact location of a local footpath
and the possible upgrading of another.
These matters are being investigated.
All villagers are encouraged to use
thern as much as possible.

Affordable Housing, Miss E. Zsep.
Miss Zsep. from the Cherwell Housing
Trust. explained many aspects of the af-
fordable housing scheme that the parish
council has been recently investigating.
She answered questions from many of
the villagers and hopefully gave every-
one a clearer picture of the possibilities
involved.

Coun David Turner said that he was
pleased to hear of the many activities
and organisations available in Hornton.
Anyone with any queries could always
contact him by telephone.

By Jean Burden

Our Banbury Guardiam Correspondent
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CARPENTER
JOINER & BUILDER

Tel: 0295 670550
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DAVID MILES
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HOME FARM

By Jan and Martin Dawkins

It's almost two years since we
first saw Home Farm and wanted to
buy this handsome stone farmhouse
to live in and to try to restore
to _its former glory. At that
time we counldn't have anticipated
the friendly warmth of the Hornton
community, but leant to appreciate
it during last summer when we were
frequent visitors seeing how Glen
Walther and his team were getting
on with the alterations to our
house.

Apparently there was a rumour that
Home Farm was being converted to

a retirement home for the elderly.
Well, in a way it was because we
left our world of work with Esso
in October 1993 and retired to
Home Farm.

Any hopes of leading a quiet
lifestyle have been rather shat-
tered and we now feel competent
enough to teach A level grade
practical skills in paint strip-
ping, window cleaning, wood
restoration etc etc.! We are
currently spending most daylight
hours in the library studying
gardening techniques which we
hope to apply to the field
surrounding our house! If after
that we have time we hope to
research the history of Home Farm
and find out more about Thomas
Hicks who apparently was a Yeoman
farmer who added to the house in
1661. We are glad to be living
in a village like Hornton and look
forward to becoming active members
of the community. S

DUN COW CRIB

By Paul Burden

As a team competing in the Harbury
and District Crib League, we have
just completed the 93/94 season

and have finished third out of

16 teams with 36 points. It is our
highest position in 11 years.

We also have our team Captain,
Terry Bell through to the last 8
individuals final which is at the
end of May. We would like to

wish him good luck for then and
indeed for all our players who
have made it yet another enjoyable
season.

The next issue of "The Gossip"
will be at the beginning of
August. Articles should be given
to the Editor, Raynor Derrington
Tel: 670320 or Julie Stanley Tel:
670507 before 31st July.



